Kentucky's new testing System shows most JCPS
schools 'need improvement’

Scores in state's more rigorous testing system released
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Kentucky’'s new statewide tests
delivered a sobering assessment of
academic achievement among
Jefferson County’s public schools —
with 80 percent categorized as “needs
improvement.” '

- Results from the more demanding
accountability system, released today,
found that only 28 of the district’'s 136
tested schools were proficient or
distinguished, based on a combination
of their students’ academic scores,
growth, achievement gaps, college
readiness and graduation rates.

Students’ individual test results will be
released in about a month.

As district officials had predicted, the
more rigorous definitions of academic
proficiency resulted in lower
proficiency rates in reading and math
at most schools — including some that
had scored well under the state’s old
testing system.

“We have a mountain to climb,”
Superintendent Donna Hargens
acknowledged. “But nobody is shying
away from the challenge, and we have
a plan to get there. You cannot lower
expectations.”

Districtwide, about 42 percent of JCPS
elementary students, 38 percent of
middle school students and 51 percent
of high school students scored
proficient or better in reading. Last
year’s rates — under less rigorous
definitions for proficiency — were 65
percent, 63 percent and 66 percent,
respectively.

Math proficiency scores also were
lower, ranging from 33 to 46 percent
of students, depending on the level,

compared with 46 to 63 percent
proficiency last year. However,
officials cautioned against comparing
this year’s scores directly with past
years, since the testing standards have
changed.

The results also showed that JCPS had
a 2011 graduation rate of 68 percent
at its high schools — 10 percentage
points behind the state average — and
the district overall was ranked in the
state’s 23rd percentile.

It was labeled as needing to improve.

“We're not where we should be. We
have work to do,” school board
chairwoman Diane Porter said. "I think
there will be concerns ... but if that
helps us get better, that's OK.”

While some principals cringed at the
results and officials braced for
criticism, district leaders said they
expected a grimmer picture and had
worked to prepare parents and the
community by sending mailers and
creating a website explaining the new
system. :

And they stressed that the result didn’t
mean that achievement declined.
Rather, they said, it was simply a
testament to more demanding
standards that ultimately would
produce better-educated students who
can attend college without having to
take remedial coursework.

“In the past, students took a driver’s
test. Now they're taking a flight test. It
has such a higher level of rigor, but
that's good,” said Dewey Hensley, the
district’s chief academic officer.

Hensley said the district's
improvement plan includes training
teachers in better instructional
strategies, and adding new
interventions for struggling students,
including “student response teams.”
There is more teacher collaboration to
keep students on track, and reading
and math software available through
neighborhood groups and churches to
extend learning time after school.

The district has also added assistant
principals at elementary schools and
resource teachers in others to improve

| instruction.

The new testing results marked the
first release under the “Unbridled
Learning” dccountability system,
which replaced the Commonwealth
Accountability Testing System, or
CATS, after the Kentucky General
Assembly in 2009 mandated a new
system with more rigorous academic
standards.

| As part of that change, Kentucky was

the first state to adopt the Common
Core Standards, a new national
curriculum that seeks to teach
concepts more deeply and is better
aligned with college expectations.

In some cases, those expectations were
four years beyond what high school
seniors were required to master.

The new standards in reading and
math were first taught last school year,
and Kentucky was the first to test them
last spring. Standards for other
subjects are still being developed.
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Under the new system, schools
received an overall score from 1 to
100. Overall, the district scored 50.8,
compared to a 55 state average.

Jefferson County’s college and career
readiness rate rose to 45 percent — up
from 36 percent last year but still
below the statewide rate of 47 percent.
Among individual high schools, the
rate varied from as low as 11 percent
at Valley High to 91 percent at duPont
Manual High, a selective admissions
school.

Student proficiency percentages also
varied widely, ranging among middle
schoaols, for example, from as low as 13
percent in reading at Frost Middle to
as high as 78 percent at Brown.

Graduation rates among high schools
ranged from 92.5 percent at Manual
High to 40 percent at Iroquois High.

The new system also named 18
priority schools — formerly known as
“persistently low achieving” schools —
which will continue to undergo reform
efforts. No new schools were named
this year because the test is new.

In addition, the state identified 57
“focus schools” that must boost
graduation rates or close gaps
between overall proficiency rates and
the scores of low-income, minority,
disabled or limited-English students —
defined as “gap” students.

-One of them was Ballard High, where
about 65 percent of students were
proficient in reading, compared with
just 45 percent of gap students. Croshy
Middle was also deemed proficient but
made a focus school because of its
scores among special education
students, said principal Michael Kelly.

“We really need to focus on the
achievement gap,” Hensley said.

In addition, schools were ranked by -
percentiles, showing where they stood
among schools with comparative
grade levels around the state. Schools
falling below the 70th percentile were
classified as needing improvement.
Those with higher rankings were
either proficient or distinguished.

Fifteen JCPS schools ranked among the
90th percentile or better, including top
performers Greathouse/Shryock

‘Elementary, Brown Middle and Manual

High — all of which have selective
admission.

But 40 schools ranked in the 10th
percentile or lower, with Jacob
Elementary, Frost Middle and the
Academy @ Shawnee in the 1st
percentile, which is at the bottom.

That was disappointing news for
Shawnee, which has long struggled
with a large number of poor and
transient students. Under the old
system, it won praise last year for
raising the percentage of students
scoring proficient or better from 23
percent to 45 percent in reading and
from 5 percent to 25 percent in math.

But under the new system, Shawnee's
reading proficiency stands at 21
percent and 11 percent in math. It
posted a graduation rate of 47 percent.

“We made phenomenal gains last year,
and thought we’d figured out the
system,” said principal Keith Look.

Look said his staff would pick apart the
data and retool, but he still believes
Shawnee’s turnaround effort is
beginning to work. He cited better
attendance rates and improvements
such as having 85 percent of graduates
last year go into post-secondary
education, job training or the military.

Western High, another persistently
low performing school, also saw large
gains last year wiped out as it ranked
in the 3rd percentile of state high
schools. Principal David Mike said he'll
present teachers Monday with a new
plan centered on the new standards.

He said he is prepared for some
parents to ask why their children got
lower proficiency rankings than last
year, but added that “I hope [ do get
some flak, because ] want them to
come in and get engaged.”

The new system does give schools
some credit for how much they move
students ahead in a year. Under the old
system, principals complained that
they could work hard to make up
deficits but get no credit if they missed
the goals. Now those gains are factored
into their overall score.

Wilt Elementary principal Kimberly
Kent said she was pleased thather
school’s scores on growth and other
academic factors landed Wilt in the
73rd percentile among state
elementary schools — earning it a
proficient rating. Still, only 42 percent
of Wilt students were proficient in
reading, compared with 76 percent
last year under the old system.

“Kids haven't fallen behind; the
standards have gotten tougher and the
bar higher to hit those targets,” she
said.

Brent McKim, president of the
Jefferson County Teachers Association,
said he worries that the higher bar
comes amid years of state funding®
reductions for such things as books,
supplies and family resource centers,

But still, “we’re going to do everything
we know to do to keep improving —
that's why we got into teaching,” he
said.




Oldham is among top districts; Bullitt encouraged by its rise

Former in highest 4%; latter breaks top half
12:39 AM, Nov 2,2012 | ‘
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Oldham County Schools officials said they're pleased but not surprised about their test results, which ranked them
among the top districts in the state.

Meanwhile, Bullitt County Public Schools jumped into the the top 50 percent of school districts in the state, and officials
say the district plans to keep climbing in the rankings.

“We've broken the top half, and that’s big for us,” said Superintendent Keith Davis, noting that the district ranked 137
out of 174 school Kentucky districts five years ago. “It’s only going to get better.”

Bullitt received a score of 55.4 out of 100, which put it in the top 49 percent of districts in the state. Eight schools —
seven of which were elementary schools — out of Bullitt's 21 schools were classified as “proficient,” which means they
rank in the top 30 percent of schools in their respective grade levels. '

As Davis had previously predicted, the district does not have any “priority” schools — identified as persistently low-
achieving — but has five “focus schools” that have graduation rates below 60 percent or have low test scores among
typically underachieving populations, which include low-income, minority, disabled or limited-English students.
Two of Bullitt’s three high schools are focus schools, but Davis said they will improve with time. Students at Bullitt
Central and North Bullitt high schools did not benefit from the district’s recent overhaul of its elementary and middle
school curriculums, Davis said, but students entering high school in the coming years will be better prepared.

“We've started catching kids at the time they fail,” Davis said.

Oldham received a score of 66.3, putting it in the top 4 percent of districts in the state.

“This confirms we’re on the right track,” said Superintendent Will Wells.

‘Four Oldham schools were designated as “schools of distinction,” which meant they were in the top 5 percent statewide.
‘These included Goshen Elementary at Hillcrest. :

But Oldham can get better. Six of its 17 schools were designated as needing improvement, which meant they were not in
the top 30 percent. And one school, South Oldham High, was designated a “focus school.” Officials said writing scores
among students with disabilities were low and put the school in this category.

Overall, though, South Oldham was classified as “distinguished,” in the top 4 percent of schools statewide.

Reporter Emily Hagedorn can be reached at (502) 582-4621 and on Twitter @CJ_EHagedorn.
Reporter Patrick T. Sullivan can be reached at (502) 582-4335 and on Twitter @CJ_PSullivan.




Challenges seen as Kentucky's test scores drop as expected
12:38 AM, Nov 2, 2012 ‘
Courier-Journal

Kentucky’s higher academic standards took an expected toll on statewide reading and math proficiency rates when the
state released its first results under its new “Unbridled Learning” testing system Friday.

State data showed that 48 percent of elementary students, 47 percent of middle-schoolers and 52 percent of high school
students scored proficient or better in reading. By contrast, the rates last year were 76, 70 and 66 percent, respectively.

Math proficiency came in at 40 percent at the elementary school level, 41 percent at middle schools and 40 percent at
high schools, figures that were also lower than last year, according to the Kentucky Department of Education data.

State Education Commissioner Terry Holliday said the results were expected, given that the new standards in math and
reading raised the bar for academic proficiency. In fact, he said, the new results weren't as low as some had predicted.

- “I think we came out a little better than expected,” he said. “But we've got a lot of work to do. ... I think our kids and
teachers will rise to this chatlenge.”

Achievement gaps among low-income, minority, limited-English and disabled students, whose scores lagged behind
their peers, continued to persist.

Statewide, 397 schools were classified as proficient or distinguished.
But 69 percent of the state’s 1,296 schools fell into the “needs improvement” category, which means they ranked below
the 70th percentile among schools statewide, based on factors such as achievement, growth, achievement gaps,

graduation rates and college readiness.

Among those, the state classified 284 as “focus schools,” requiring them to close achievement gaps and raise graduation
rates.

“Those schools will have to revise their improvement plan, and we’ll be monitoring them,” Holliday said, also noting that
41 “priority schools,” formerly called persistently low-performing schools, will continue to get a much higher level of
attention and help. '

In a new points system where schools score between 1 and 100 based on achievement, growth, gaps, college and career
readiness and graduation rates, state schools averaged 55.2. ‘

' Kentucky posted a 78 percent graduation rate, In addition, 47 percent of the state’s 42,116 students were deemed
college- or career-ready, up from 34 percent in 2010.

Holliday plans to visit a number of high-performing districts, including Boyle County, which he said ranked in the 95th
percentile despite having high rates of family poverty.

“I'll be visiting the highest-performing districts to find out what they’re deing, sharing with others,” he said.

Reporter Chris Kenning can be reached at {502) 582-4697.




Q&A ‘What has changed w1th Kentucky's new test system?
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This year’s student test scores mark a
new era of state testing that began last
spring when roughly 500,000
Kentucky students in grades three
through 12 took tests in reading, math,
science, social studies and writing.

Here are some questions and answers
about the new testing system and what
it means for schools and students:

QUESTICN: What's new about this
year’s test scores?

ANSWER: For the first time, Kentucky
will report data for the new tests —
dubbed the Unbridled Learning
accountability model.

Q: Why is there a new system?

A: Senate Bill 1, enacted in'2009 by the
state legislature, eliminated the old
Commonwealth Accountability Testing
System, and called for a new testing
and measurement system, plus new
academic standards in core subjects.
Kentucky adopted the Common Core
Standards in reading and math in
2010, with students first tested on
them last spring.

Q: What are Common Core Standards?

A: These standards provide a
consistent, clear understanding of
what students are expected to learn, so
teachers and parents know what they
need to do to help them. The standards
are designed to be challenging and
relevant to the real world, reflecting
the knowledge and skills that students
need for success in college and careers

Q: What happened to No Child Left
- Behind?

_ A: Since the federal No Child Left
Behind Act was passed in 2001,
schools and districts received two

“scores” — one for CATS and one for
NCLB.

In September 2011, the U.S.
Department of Education announced
that states could apply for a waiver
from No Child Left Behind and develop
their own accountability standards.
Kentucky was granted a waiver, which
means public schools and districts
now receive just one score.

Q: What happened to AYP?

A: AYP, or adequate yearly progress, '

-| was the measure used under No Child

Left Behind to determine whether
schools were meeting academic
standards. Schools that made AYP
weren’t subject to consequences such
as allowing students to transfer to
better-performing schools or school
overhauls. In the new system, each
school and district will instead have an
“annual measurable objective” (AMO)
that is based on a 100-point scale.
Because this is the first year of the test,
schools and districts won't have an
AMO until next year.

: Can the new test scores and
accountability measures be compared

| to previous years” tests?

A: No. Kentucky adopted new
standards in reading and math, and the
tests for those subjects cover different
items and are more challenging. The
accountability labels are also different
from those in the past.

Q: How can i get a copy of test'scores
for my child or his school?

A: The Courier-Journal has posted the
resultsfor every school in every
district at www.courier-
jeurnal.com/schoolresults. Schools

will mail individual student results to
parents by the end of November,
Parents may also go to their child’s
school and request copies of the
results.

Q: What do these scores mean for my

child?

A: Unbridled Learning is designed to
judge individual schools, not
individual students. However, the
results are designed to let a parent
know if his or her child is ready for
college or career as early as third
grade. Parents may use these results to
compare their child’s progress against
the school’s. They can also use the
results as one indicator — along with
class work, other test scores and
teacher and home observations — of
their child’s progress.

Q: Are there specific results [ should
pay particular attention to as a parent?

A: Officials say parents should look at
how their child scored, but also at how
the district and state and other schools
scored. Because this is a new test and
the standards are higher than they
have been, it is likely that some
children who previously scored
proficient on state tests will score
lower this year. Officials are urging
parents not to panic and that the
results will get better.

Q: How can [ help my child’s school do
better? ‘

A: Ask your child’s teacher or principal
what efforts the school has undertaken
to improve. Ask what you can do to
help the school reach its goals. That
may include helping at the school or
doing activities at home with your
child.




Fayette test scores vary widely by school ; district
ranks 54th of 174 statewide |

By Jim Warren — jwarren@herald-leader.com
Herald-Leader 11/2/12

Fayette County Public Schools recorded both highs and lows on Kentucky's new statewide student test, with two schools
ranked in the state's top 10 and others trailing well down the list.

The district as a whole slipped into the "needs improvement" category in the results released at 12:01 a.m. Friday.

" The Fayette district was only one-tenth of a point short of making "proficient" level in the complex new scoring system. The
system's design automatically ensured that 69 percent of Kentucky schools and districts would end up in the "needs
improvement"” classification.

Among individual Lexington schools, Veterans Park Elementary ranked fifth statewide among elementary schools. The School
for the Creative and Performing Arts was the second-ranked middle school in Kentucky.

Nine Fayette schools achieved "proficient" status. Seven others reached "di'stinguished" level and also were named "highest
performing schools.” Six Fayette schools desighated as distinguished were also-honored as "schools of distinction," the highest
accolade a school can receive in the new scoring system.

On the down side, 20 Fayetie schools were designated as "focus schools” as a result of low "gap" scores on the test indicating
that some of their student subgroups — minority, low-income or special needs children — underperformed compared to
peers statewide. ‘

"Overall, our district did very well. .., We feel very good about where our schools are as they move forward," Superintendent
Tom Shelton said. "But having 20 schools in the focus school category clearly indicates that we still have issues in the
achievement gap areas. Those are areas in particular that we want to hightight and work on."

Fayette County ranked 54th out of Kentucky's 174 public school districts on the new K-PREP test, which students took for the
first time last spring.

Elsewhere in Central and Eastern Kentucky, Boyle County finished in the top 10 of school districts statewide. Also making the
top 10 were Pikeville Independent Schools, Science Hill Independent Schools and Corbin Independent Schools.

Boyle Superintendent Mike LaFavers said he was particularly pleased with his district's performance, given its student make-
up. He noted that many high-performing districts are in affluent areas.

“"Half of our kids live in poverty, one out of seven has a learning disability,” LaFavers said. "We're a regular, Joe Ba'g-of-
Doughnuts school district. We're probably only one of about three in the top 10 that look that way. That's the thing we're
- most proud of." ' ‘

This year's test results mark a major change for Kentucky schools. The test is entirely new; it is tied to new, tougher standards
in math and English; and scores can't be compared with those from previous years. Because of that, many schoot districts
have been rushing to get out information over the past few days explaining the new system.

Nevertheless, lessamine County School Superintendent Lu Young said she thinks the new scoring system will provide valuable
information for both educators and parents.

"There are some peculiarities ... but it does seem to work," Young said. "It's certainly data rich, and much more multi-faceted
than No Child Left Behind was. :
MORE




"My only fear is that parents will just focus in on the percentile rankings or the single score. I'm hopeful that we can begin to
show them that there's a lot more than just one piece of information ... information about their school and ways they can help
support their school."

One of the "peculiarities” of the new system is that a schoal can be designated "proficient" or "distinguished” based on its
performance, yet still be listed as a "focus school" because of a low "gap” score.

That happened to East Jessamine High School and to Beaumont Middle School in Lexington."We're kind of both top and
bottom,” Beaumont Principal Kate McAnelly said. "it's potentially confusing because it's two totally different labels."

Beaumont was the state's 11th highest middle school. But McAnelly said Beaumont's gap score was fower than expected
because of reading results among its limited-English-proficient students. Many of them have been in the country only a year
or two, she noted.”

That's where we have work to do,;' she said.

Veterans Park Elementary Principal Amy McVey said her school built on previous success to rank fifth in the state on the new
test.

"We just felt like our staff really focused on the new standards and doing what was right for kids,” she said. "We believe that
all children can achieve at high levels, and we don't have any excuses. It paid off.

"At the other end of the scale was Lexingtdn‘s Booker T. Washington Academy, which had a total score of 39.2 out of 100 and
ranked 714th among Kentucky elementary schools,

"Obviously we're very disappointed," Principal Wendy Brown said. "We're looking at the data individually by student and by
classroom. When we did that we saw a lot of the great things. So, we're going to be working with the teachers who did the
great things to replicate that in the future.

"Shelton said there had been "a lot of apprehension” with the new scoring system.

"We're not making any excuses," he said. "But this will give usa good baseline of data that will help us set our targets from
here forward." Lexington schools honored as "schools of distinction” were Glendover, Picadome, Rosa Parks and Veterans

Park elementary schools, plus Morton and SCAPA middle schools.

Ashland, Athens-Chilesburg, Cassidy, Maxwell, Meadowthorpe and Stonewall elementary schools, plus Jessie Clark Middle
School, were named "highest performing schools," which actually is a lower designation than "school of distinction.”

Designated as "proficient schools” were Clays Mill, Julius Marks, Squires and Wellington elementanes Edythe J. Hayes Middle
School, and Henry Clay, Lafayette, Tates Creek and Paul Laurence Dunbar high schools.

However, Henry Clay, Lafayette, Dunbar and Tates Creek also were classified as focus schools. Bryan Station High was
classified as a priority school based on its being in the lowest 5 percent of schools in the state.

Jirn Warren: {859) 231-3255.




Kentucky releases new school test scores — and
many more districts find themselves Iaggmg

By Linda B. Blackford — Iblackford@herald-leader.com
Herald-Leader 11/2/12

Kentucky school districts are adjusting to a new testing system that ranks almost 70 percent of the state's schools in the
lowest category: "needs improvement.

"The results, released at 12:01 a.m. Friday, may come as a shock to school districts that had generally ranked higher in
previous tests. But the system's design automatically ensured that 69 percent of schools and districts would end up in the
"needs improvement" classification.

And state educators and testing experts caution parents and teachers not to panic, that the new test of national higher
standards with more components — such as graduation rates and college and career readiness — meant more schools were
bound to find the test harder going.

The other 31 percent of schools and districts are designated as either "proficient” or "distinguished."

"I'm still having to adjust my vocabutary," said Anthony Orr, superintendent of Nelson County schools and a former principal
of Paul Laurence Dunbar High Scheol in Lexington.

"In some sense, any of us would say we need improvement," Orr said. For the past nine months, he and school employees
have been trying to prepare the community by pointing out higher standards in math and reading, plus many more
components. (In addition, the highest score has gone from 140 to 100.)For example, at the elementary level, schools are
judged on actual test scores, along with the performance of minority, special education and low-income students. Around the
state, 31 schools were proficient or distinguished but were also "focus" schools, meaning those groups had not scored weil
enough.

The test also looked at the growth of every academic level. A fourth-grader who reads at the fifth-grade level will still have to
make progress to earn points, just as someone who reads below grade level will have to improve.,

This has tripped up some schools. In Grayson County, Superintendent Barry Anderson said one school that usually scored the
~ highest on statewide tests scored the lowest this time around because growth rates were too low. It's confusing for teachers
even as they try to improve, he said.

"That school didn't get dumb in one day that they took the test," Anderson said. "I'm conflicted about this. Qur public will be
conﬂtcted

"At the middle and high school level, schools will see the most changes because of including testing from the ACT test. The
statewide percentage of students who are college or career-ready is 47.2 percent, which is an increase from last year of 38
percent.

High schools are also judged on growth and graduation rates. "It is multi-measured, but | think that's somewhat as a result of
the attempt to meet the expectations of parents and teachers that the score on a test is not the only thing schools should be
measured by," said Wilson Sears, director of the Kentucky Association of School Superintendents. "It is complicated, and we
understand that, but | also think it is more comprehensive than it was before,

"The larger issue might be test fatigue. In the past 20 years, Kentucky's teachers and students have toiled over the KIRIS test,
which under political pressure became the CATS test. Around 2007, that changed to CATS I, which segued into the KCCT test.

MORE




The new test is called Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress — K-PREP for short — the fifth high-stakes, high-
pressure system in two decades. When parents are told each time that this test is the best one, confidence can wane, school
officials said.

Add to that the fact that schools have been placed on a bell curve, which means that roughly two-thirds of them have to fall
into the "needs improvement category," even though their score might be very close to one deemed "proficient.”

Roger Marcum, former superintendent of Marion County and a member of the Kentucky Board of Education, says he
understands this but hopes parents will still pay attention.

"We are looking at more things than we ever have before," he said. In addition; Marcum said, as.the scores roll out and get
more analysis, the state school board is willing to tweak pieces of the testing system.

Education consultant Susan Weston said the issue becomes more confused because standards got lowered in the transitions
between testing systems, particularly between 2007 and 2009."The current testing system has clearer standards for reading,
writing and mathematics, and it has more demanding scoring for those subjects,” she said. "Those are improvements over all
our past tests. It's likely the best move we could have made this year. :

"On the extreme ends of the testing system, the results did not stray far from past years. The top districts included mostly
small, independent districts with wealthier student bodies, such as Anchorage, Fort Thomas and Murray. The lower end
included the far reaches of the state, such as Fulton, Magoffin and Clay counties, which have high numbers of low-income .
students.

Three schools, The Academy @ Shawnee, Frost Middle in lefferson Couhty and Chavies Elementary in Perry County, scored
only in the high 20s; the highest score in the state, 91.6, belonged to Anchorage's middle school.

But it's the vast middle that caught up most districts, including 328 schools statewide that scored below 50 points out of
100.Kentucky is the first state in the country to adopt the national Common Core Standards, and to test on them.

“The world has changed," said Commissioner Terry Holliday. "This is the first time all the states have come together and said,
'Here are the standards to make us more competitive.'

Staff writer Linda . Johnson contributed to this story. Linda B. Blackford: (859) 231-1359; Twitter: @lbblackford
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Neihof on
test scores:
challenged’

4 schools ‘Proficient’

 but readiness is good

By TODDMARTIN )
SentinelNews Staff Writer ‘
" tmartin@sentineinews.com

" The Néxt.Generation Learners, the first component of the
state’s new educational accoelégstabﬁlw system shows that the
state, by. its own measures, Needs Tmprovement. o _
' Beggn'for the 2011-12 school year, the evaluation combines
. si}andardimdandénd-oﬁyeartﬁtremﬂtsinaoomplegformdafor
evaluating each school in the state, and eventually it will include
accountability measures for teachers and admiinistration, as well.
. Results for Shelby County Public Schools show much the same
as the states: improvement is still needed. ©= -~ o
However, there are some bright spots, including- the impres-
sive results ﬁnmalil?th the county’s schools in-regards to' getting.
students college careerrveady. - ¢ : -
“The bottoni line is we pre disapioifited... We are challenged”
iperinterident James Neihof said- iti-4 release Thursday. “My
iy ls ﬁ‘ﬂ%yﬂf

o SCHOOLS on page A4

.continued: from page Al -
Shelby County showed rankings in
12 schools — Colling and Shelby County
high schools’ eighthi-grade -¢lasses: were -
each counted as their own' middle schools
- Tecause of the way-the laws ars written
and only fouir were tharked a3 proficiéat,
. “The schools scoring proficient weére: o
-+  Simpsonville Elementary, -76th per-
centile, - . 7
= Painted Stone Elenentary, 72nd. -
»  Wright Elementary, 71st. =
= West Middle, 70th. " - :

itive, so L believe we are capable of better-

The other eight schools fell into the
Needs' Irprovement category, the bottom
of the three  categories: Distingiighied,
Proficient anid Needs ‘Improvement.* The

~Proficient. classification fell Betwesen 'thi

89th and 70th percénitiles, Distinguished at
the-90th and“up and Needs Improvemernt
from the 69th and below, -~ - -~ .
~ Clear: Creek Elementary, 65th percen-
‘tile, and Collins High; School, 66th, yere

'thé only other schools above 60,

Statewide theré were 136 sthools that
earned Distinguished  from -ameng the

.| 1,296 that were feasred, e
“# - Simpsonville Prinéipal Jill Tirigle said

she was very pleased with her schools’
results and emphasizéd the tedchers’ abili-

. ties to make adjustriénts to their students’

‘needs. “Thinking ‘Strategies was a huge
component to- our-success,” she said in the

- release; “There wds a comimen language

thioughout™ the- building among studerits
during classroom learning” =~ - . |
Neihof commended the students’ and

secking “exc Hence.: Where: we ‘are 'seeing’

exeellence, we Watit to teplicate it.” = -
Although Neihof had alerted the Shelby

County Board :of Bducation several times

-to expect lower scoressthan the distriet

areas, . .

had begti used to' beca ase-
in expectations,’ what, He
expect was. the lowest, sy

- * Eighthgrade class at. Collins,

percentile, . . L

*  Southside Elemeritary, 14th, -~
*  Bighth-grade ¢lass at Shelby County,
-Southside - trailed the district’s

mentary; schools by up to 5, bt
of - the three ,elgmenta:;y_é%%@ﬂ

Collins ‘and’ Shelby “County’s biggest

issues’ came in’ the so-called Gap and -

" Growth scores [Chart, Page Ad, where

. : thej;_ tralled East and West ﬁiddle schools _

dq_rgbly.; N
"The bar hag been raised for educatdis
and students alike to achieve" at entirely
new levels,” Neihof said. “With “higher
bars, we expect hurdles as we determine
potential possibilities and: intreased vppor-
tunities to learn, We believe where we
start is important bt where we finish is
far more important... graduating every
student to be college/career ready in 2016.”

However, one of the most positive
scores for the district cdme in the College
and Career Ready. scores, a focus for the
néw accountability program. - -

e




Shelby County was 31st out of 170
school districts, with Collitis ranking 49th
otxt of 284 hlgh schools snd: Shelby County

58rd’ With the bonus system, which
creates extra poirits for ‘stedents that-are
achieving both collége- and caréér-ready
benchmarks, the district fanks 46th of

170, and Shelby County is 63rd- of 234 -

res am‘ dJﬁiCult‘

d the eaghth-grade .
th the high school- stu- -
uld rot be counted

and-Colling i§ 72nd. :
" In the relesse, SCHS Prmmpal Eddle '
Oakley said there was an. mtense focus on
testmg assessments: '

“We worked with the students to set
'md1v1dua1 goals and to understand fthe
_importance of those tests i their future”
he sdid: “We not otly exceeded” our own
goals but hit above the state average
which makes us very proud.” S

sighth nuddle schgols. -

it of educatlon about it, but they
sald a change could not be made, : - ,
Because of that, East and West rmddle
schools cannot po College and Career
Ready score becd s based on elghth— :

However, W" Mlddle stﬂl recewed a'
proficient score, but the district has, work

Elementary schools o to do. with the e1ghth -grades at both high
‘The district’s elemeutary schools came ‘schools. S
. The scores__-are both

_away w1th the hlghest scotes, earning “the =
highest scores in all three categories = - well belo
'Ac.‘mevement Gap and Growth they are East &
_]udgea, and’ the highest’ overall Scores.

: the ‘state, and

High schodls

. At the hlgh school lével, the dJstrlct
six i u saw mixed results with the two schools. .
- and t  Both schools féll behind the state average
: ieatly-h in Gap But well exceed it in College
and ‘Carcer Readiness -anfl Graduation
Rate. There is work {o.be - done at Shelby
"County in ‘Achievernént, which falls way -
behind Collins, but SCHS exceeds CoI]J.ns '
in Growth

Where She!by’s schoo!s rank

Shelby County Public Schools rankmgs by percentile in the
: state s new Unbridled Leaming Accountabilrty Model, cover a
wide range. The best ranking available is'a 99, the worsta 1,
but because the ranking is done by percentile, several schools
and disticts can hold the same ranking. Becausé of the way
the state accountability law is written, eighthgraders at Shelby
County and Collins high schools must be counted as thelr own'
schools. :
. Listed: school~—peroen11le rank Classrﬁcaﬂon
- District — 56, Needs Improvement :

“State — A48
Clear Creek — 65, Needs improverment
- Hesitage — 48, Needs Improvement
Painted Stone — 72, Proficient
Simpsonville — 76, Proﬁment
- Southskie — 14, Needs Improvement
* Wiight — 71, Proficient

StalseMIdde 535
*Collins — 13, Needs Improvement -
*Shely Courtty — 19, Needslmpmvement
. East— 38, Needs Improvement
W%t—-?O Pmﬁc;ent o

a Statel{glschoolAvg. 515)
" Coliins High — 66, Needs Improvement

. Stmmycounyﬂgl—um Needs Improvement ‘ ‘
) * g% graders only




Kentucky school test scores released

Beechwood leads the pack of area districts
2:13 AM, Nov 2, 2012 |

Cincinnati Enquirer

Written by

William Croyle

Beechwood High School is Northern Kentucky's highest-ranked public school, and fifth- -highest in the state, under
the state's new "Unbridled Learning” assessment and accountability system.

In the six counties of Boone, Campbell, Kenton, Gallatin, Grant and Pendleton, Beechwood Independent Schools
ranks as the best overall district. The top middle scheool is Highlands, while the fop elementary school is Moyer, both
in Fort Thomas Independent Schools.

The data on all public districts was released today by the Kentucky Department of Education.

"If's due 1o a lot of hard work by the teachers, administrators, parents - and the students respond,” said Steve
Hutton, supeﬂntendent at Beechwood. " think the key is that everybody is always working to get better. The people
here don't rest.”

The system is a first step in the implementation of Common Core State Standards, a program being |mplemented in
most states and supported by the U.S. Department of Education.

"This really is like a brand new type of grading scale or a new report card,” said Lisa Gross, spokeswoman for the
Kentucky Department of Education.

"We have changed the way Kentucky presents information about how well its schools and districts are doing."

Kentucky was the first state to adopt the Common Core Standards in reading and math and the first to report test
results, Gross said, putting the state "at the head of the pack as far as public schools accountability.".

She said the new scores provide a much broader picture of school and district performance than previous systems.

“This gives schools and districts almost a road map so they can look at various things and make improvements. It's
not just student achievement on tests but achievement gaps between groups of kids, graduation rates and student
academic growth from one year to the next. Those components will help (educators) plot a course so they can
improve after they see the scores," Gross said.

This is the first data released under the new system, which replaced the Commonwealth Accountability Testing
System (CATS). The state testing that produced much of the new data was administered in May.

Northern Kentucky also had some of lowest-ranking districts in the state, including Covington, Silver Grove and
_Newport independents.

"I knew the issues when | was hired; we were expecting this,"” said Kelly Middleton, who is in his first year as
superintendent in Newport. "We have been proactive this year with formative assessments and really putting a lot of
money into our reading program. It's a new beginning, and now that we know our starting point, we need to
improve."

Gross said parents should view the report as a valuable piece of information that can help with an overall
assessment of the quality of education their children are getling. :

"Parents should be aware that this is not the only way to measure a school's effectiveness,” Gross said.

"Just because a school is ranked low or ranked high it doesn't give you the whole picture."
‘ MORE




While the depth of data is overwhelming - nearly a dozen packets were emailed to media - the three pieces that
most educators and parents have been waiting to see are the averall scores for each school and district, their
percentiles and their classifications.

The overall score is based on a scale of 0 to 100. CATS was based on a scale of O to 1'40, one of the reasons why
this year's data cannot be compared to previous years.

The overall score is derived from points earned in five components: Achievement (how students perform on state
assessments), Gap (how students who traditionally underperform compared to their peers are progressing), Growth
(how all students are progressing), College and Career Readiness (how well middle and high schools are preparing
students for life after high school} and Graduation Rate {how many students are graduating high school on time).

Each of those components counts for a certain percentage of the overall score. The overall scores were then ranked
by school leve! (elementary, middie and high) from best tc worst and placed into percentiles.

The percentile ranking determines a school's classification: Disti'nguished (top 10 percent, or 930th percentile),
Proficient (top 30 percent, or 70th percentile) or Needs Improvement (69th percentile or below).

There are several complicated layers beneath the scores, percentiles and classifications. For example, the
achievement piece is derived from various tests, including the new K-PREP state assessment, and College and
Career Readiness is based on student test performances and attainment of career academic and technical
benchmarks.

The state’s goal is for each student to achieve 100 percent proficiency and be college and career ready. As part of
the data, each school has been given an improvement target to shoot for in each of the five components.

The data will have more of an impact after a few years when schools can make comparisons to past years to show
whether they are improving in the various areas.

Unbridled Learning was the result of Senate Bill 1 in 2009, which ordered an overhaul of the state's K-12 education
system. In February 2010, Kentucky was the first of 45 states to adopt the reading and math Common Core
Standards, which provide consistent national benchmarks. Similar standards are currently being developed in
science and social studies.

To read more about each school's and district's data from Unbridled Learning, visit www.education.ky.gov.
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_- Spec;aitothelnterpnse o
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_ Local and state education offiicials
L have been wa“rmng the public to e: 3 pect

test SCOres, The ‘wait-

tmg for: Ed

tueky

oday by the Ker,

Rosspomt a St,hool of DIStlIlCthl’l

: Bryan Howard “T felt we- would be.

. four percent. However,  that ‘kind- of

. a drastic. drop in school and didtrict.. trends.with our EXPLORE scores. Our

- ing game is.over’: !lS the

. Kentucky Perforrs mnce-;-
; nal- -higher than last year’s. That wﬂl' e
( - L -."-,reﬂected in next year's:daj -
IES‘W&I‘& rel;,ased;
he public! kearly

in" the: top 39 percent, but 1 mever
imagined we would break into the-top

ezghth graders were- the: 10th highest

in the state of Kentucky Iast year and

this" year’s. gighth graders scored:even.

* An elated:‘Howard"gffered dll -on:l-
mendations toward-his: teacbmg staff.-

%, “We<have hard: wgrkmg, dedicated . |

; Of-:_rl_—teaeh_ ; ¥ho: take.pride in. what they
Mik'Hl ward. -qucalio « o do)” said Howard: “They want ‘the
Wike Floward- .7 A wr#:h 1‘119 -students to be sticcessfud and we are
. tesults, .. Rosspoint ‘cettipetitive. We want to show that i our
'Elem;entary clearly “bucked tl:nd -state:

 on the new stafe test.

: schools ‘can gompete with anybody.”
- trenid; earning the'coveted .t ’l]e asa pe .

'."‘Sohool of Distinction” basedl lon its -
“middle ‘school students’ perfowmam:e -

Howard noted :that during the. past ,
two yéars; Rosspomt has_been-consis-

-tent in sconng desplte “ﬁmdmg cuts.”:

have fonnd,'iszvays t

continue to provide 3 top

notch, quality ediication
and - ensure. that: our ‘stu-
dents ‘are “ready “for’ high

“school,” he said.- “Our per
. pupil spending is'low com= -
.pamedtothoseuﬂ:lleothser_~=

districts " scoring: - where

-wescored; For value, you

‘e getting a_tremendous -

nebml ofr. your investment

_‘-Rosggomt Elementary

Sehool”

See ROSSPO

“T was surpnéed ? salél Pl;m(:lpal: o

Accordig to- the data,

‘other .- Harlan = County
- Schools tended : to follow
ttaras as. Kelitucky

Dr. Terry
‘ _mdleated “would, . occur
it numerous reports -and

'presentatwns in. recent:

_ montl:s

. Agtoss. the stai:e 399'

of 1,296, sahools are now

labeled -as- “needs improve-

ment” as a result of the
conplétion of the first year
of testing. This -indicates

fhat the schools fell- bdt‘llw'

*Holliday -had -

used 28 a predlctor for ‘the
antlmpated lower SCores,

W@ ‘had hoped & few moe -
“of our schools could move

into the proficient category.
Howevetf, the scoms

The data released today‘-‘
shows . that amiong the"
 ‘state’s elementary -schools,
© 507 need- improvement, d
-149 -are proficient and 77 ‘

are distinguished,”

For the middle schools; -
ﬂlexeare232hstedasneedsf
! - improvement, 65 proficient:

and 36 distingdished.

-And, as was- pred1cted"r
" by local and ‘state ‘officials,
the high school level shows.
" '160..schools in the needs-
- improvement . level, ‘whiile
- - 46 are proficient and only

- sistent with the state aver-

age. Howard explained that
in_ addition: to* ‘Rosspaint,

Evarts “Middle School .

“we received-indicate; ample - received-good news in the.
room for growth in thisnew  Tesults.’ He- said. . Ev
-accountability - system for Middle: is ‘classified agi'd:
‘next year and the fo]Iowmg szﬁsient scll;ool.:h There

 student ‘subgroup mtinn

assessmentg‘radesbylevel
-with 2 score in the' third

 stanidard “deviation ‘helow

the state average for all
students; ‘or: high schools

that have a graduation rate -

24 are distingvished. - that has been less than 60
Howard ‘said that ‘seven percent for two consecutive
of nine schools in his dis- years, - . .

‘frict were designated as

. peeds improvement, con-

" Cawood

Of the focus schools, 103

"are at elementary schools,

106 are middle schools and
75 are: high schools Three

"'Hatlan - County * schools -
" were - listed *as - “focus

“‘scheols” — Cumberland

: Ele‘rhentary Jates " A,
Elementary )

“-and Hadan County’ High
*‘School.: Hovrard - stressed
that ‘Hardan ‘County High

Schoal fell ivto the category

for -only‘one reason, a stb-
- group score of spema] needs
stizdeﬁts in writing.
“This i a very comphi-
catéd-accountability model
that will be difficult for par-

. ents, emmnumty members
fulh

iy gfasP
uﬁlees;“"tcl%l - really take the
time to ﬁo “their research
and fully understand what

the rewards- a;d agsistance -

'categ‘oneé as well as the
school classifications truly
mean,” said Howard. ‘




~In reference to the
high . school subgroups,
Asgistant Superintendent
_of Inistruction Brent Roark

.said, ‘Tt is petplexing when,
‘yoir -attempt f:o rationalize .
How gt ‘entiré” schvol” can
be classified as a ‘focus

schooi hased solely on the_

“scores of special education

students from oné” grade
level in"one subject Area.
Unless parents and cominy-
nity mernbers take the tima

to understand” what tliese-

labels mean, it is-easy to be

misled by the classifications . .
and: the rewards: and_asms-‘

fance categories,”

Many schools: don’t even -
- "receive scores in these gap
areas because they don’t
;have - a -reportable num- -

“ber in the particular -area.

Schools with high fumbers: -
of iree -and reduced. Tuhch- -
.es,. ‘apecial  education . or
'-ethmmty students. have fat
more chances to be:named

a- “focus” “school ..than -a

-school withi-a: Tower mifm-.
“berof these students. Many
schools -do-not- even -have .
_reportable : popuiatxons of |

students from: these areas; -

" There are.-41 schools.
! hsted asa pnonty school;
-meaning it iy & persistent-
ly. low achieving - school -
“as defined by state laws.
governing the .assessment,
“There are no’ elementary
schools hsted ‘as ‘prior:
- ity schools, while only pine”
‘middle schools earned the
- label. There are 32 high

schools in the: category.

As a whole, there are 121
school districts, including
Harlan County,' listed as

needing improvement, 35 7

as proﬁcxent and- 18 as. dls-
tinguished.

Nine school dlstncts o

eamed distinction statug

" and’ nine ‘had' ]:ugij]est per
forming district. "There are .
- 17 districts in ﬂle focus cat- i

egory..

"~ "Howagd said t!us is the
first year of thits dccount -
- ability -model - nanbridled
*Learning: College!Career'
- Readiness for All: . which is
based: on the ne:nzt genéra
tion learners. Other Compo- o posl
s nentsaxescheduleﬂltoenter- Rt
the model in fituyre years, * 7
The results stem: from the .~
-assessment administered to -~ -5
- students’ i’ the snrmglag:::

March, the BXPTORE and
',PLANmthefa]lof Tast year ©
- and the College anif Career-

readiness, “which. enteﬂ_s: ofall five content areas;

numemus test: arewa

./ Schools completed: tests
: co]Iectrver named JCPREP -
in thespring in five con:-
tent areas of reading, math, -

_-sc:ence, socmi studies .
~and writing, l’ge high
- "school’ level; fohr end of

cotirse - exams  for algebra

~ IL, English I, biology and
- social studies are inclluded.. -
- student -

Individaal
reports and pérforimance

level definitions havé: been

revised, but  the ‘terms

*' remain the same., Students

receive reports that place

théir performance on the

assessmeént: in. each;content
area into categories of nov-
ice, apprentice, proficient -

. and distinguished:: Roark
-explained, that the new
_accountability model holds
.all schools: “atid. districts.
‘accountable for improving -
- student . performance. and

creates three :pérformance

'classsﬁcauons ‘that’ deter» 7

Gap Percenmge of pro-'
Jﬁment and. distinguished

“for the non-duplicated 2D

Growth— Inreaglmgan&“

'maﬂl,thepercentageofstlf*

dents-at typical.or- hlgher

levels of growth; -

Graduatton rate — Based’ _

‘on averaged freshman grad“
~aation rate, referred to as

AFGR; .
{ Howard and Roark cau-‘

tiongd that it is important

y in mind that the
for each category

weiglits
. of the accountability- model

will change with the addi-
tion of progrim reviews
into. the accountahlhty

.model next year:

—
MEE




HISD among ':‘Hj ghest Performmg Dlstrlcts

Speclal to Ehe Enterpnse -: .

Scligol Dastnct anneunced-school and
‘district scores on: the state assessment
provided by the: Kentucky Department
earlier: today. Test results. -
d

HISD" "

_ From page 1A
Schools. is, clas51ﬁed as'a

' Dlstmgmshed Districtand -

* js included in. the rewards

category s a- nghest‘

Performmg District”,
.+ Harlan Middle’

as a D1stmgmshed School
_-and is listed as a “Highest
Performing School” with

a score of 66.2 which

ranks it at the 92 per-:

centlle of mlddle scliools

ip the state.

"Harlan High | School is:

classified as“a* Proﬁ(:lent

Scheol with a score of

63.7 which ranked the
sthool at the 87% percen-.
tile. Harlan Elementary
School earned a . s¢ore

of 61.0 which ranked it

‘at ‘the 634 percentxle
Schools below . the 7’0th
percentile are classxﬁed as -
Needs Improvement. -

“Overall, we are pleased
with the classifications’

and rankings 6f the dis:
trict and- Harlan Middle/
High School,”
Johnson: “Still; we realize

-of Ediicatio

3 ¢hool
also received d15tmct10n \

-gaid

that we have a lotiof work
to do in. order to assure
.of our. students.:_
.are. :eady for’ college or:
" careers “after graduation, ..
I am. conﬁdent that our.

staff can meet this chal
lenge as they have with '

that alf._

 others in the past S
Academic’ “content
areas tested - mtlude

‘ reading, ‘math; science,

-social studies," Writmg,' n

.and . language meehan-
Jicsi Student perfo

continue to be (from low-
est to highest). Novice,
‘Apprentice, - Proflcxenh
and Dlsungulshed

‘On “the . previous, . stateL'
dis-

- trict goal was to have at
“least 75" pércelnit | ‘of stu-,.;

“dents score Proﬁc:ent of
' Dlstmgmshed on cohtent
area tests and to havé no "
students ‘score’ Novics.

assesement the

Superintendent -Johnson

‘emphasized that students . s
were able’ to- reach this

goal in several areas ‘on

) grade ‘Science, _
“grade Social Studies, and
tenth grade- Wntmg

“In general Jolinson-

‘more than that, We

= new testmg system, stated Harlan
- Independent ' superintendent: - David -

scores,

the new test. Seventy-five
_percent or more students
“scored at the highest two..
.performance levels in .

rmddle school Science and.
;Soelal ‘Studies and high
school reading and writ-
"ing. There were no Novice
- gtudent -scores in:fourth
eighth-

cqntmued “our students

. exceeded, the state- aver-
levels on. these . exains

age An néatly every cat-
egory assessed at every

Jlevel but -average is not
“our goal and we know that
,our families and eur com-

munity expect and need

all of our chlldren, reg

‘secores for :Harlan:
Independent Selxeels

,-;Offma_s.- of Harlan’ Independent Johnson. “The same thing happened in ..
-the' past when new: standards and-new
tests were put in:place by:the state,”
Desplte the Tower-.
- Johnson
Nl exprésSed pleasure‘
with - many- of . “the
istrict and--school:

he 93 percentxle as compared 10
11 other spheol_ dgstncts

from. the test ‘informa-

tion released by the state
department of education. -
Accountability - scores at
all levels include measures
of academ:c performance
“of students,” performance
,of at-risk students, and
the " academic  improve-
‘ment of - students from
year to year. . '
- Middie and hlgh school

" students -are. -also mea-’

suted on readinéss for col-

lege and careers-and hlgh '

schools are accountable
4 for graduation rates.

“In the past, we looked
pnmarﬂy at scores.on.
tests,” said Johnson. “We
will still look at how our
students performed on
the "acadeinic - tests but
we have to review. and
understand much more

~_ information and how it

impacts our schools and
students. We will begin

" work on this immediately

and will. make the neces-

at . sary adjustments.”

Test results and rank-
ings for all public schools ’
~and districts are avail-
able at the Kentucky
Department of Education
website at http:/fopen-
house.educationky.gov/ . . -
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Area schools receive their
grades

KDE: Region has higher
‘than average grad rates;
falls short in career,
college prep

Mike James, The Independent

- ASHLAND — Most Northeast
Kentucky schools showed lower
‘rates of college and career
readiness than the state average,
according to figures released today
by the Kentucky Department of
Education.

All but two of nine area districts is
. classified as needing improvement.

However, a majority of area
:schools showed graduation rates
higher than the state average, and
school officials interviewed were
generally pleased with what they
saw.

The data is based on accountability
test scores from the 2011-12
school year; students were tested
in reading, mathematics, science,
social studies and writing under a
new system that will be used for
both state and federal
accountability requirements.

The new system emphasizes

college and carcer readiness and is

based on newer and tougher
academic expectations.

The KDE figures show only two
districts with college and career
ready percentages above the state
average of 47.2 percent. They are
Ashland, with 51.4 percent and

- Russell with 65 percent.

But six of nine area districts posted

graduation rates higher than the
79.6 percent statcwide average.

The new system also ranks schools
statewide, and that pleased some
local educators whose districts
ranked highly. Russell’s rank of 92
signifies its scores are higher than
all but eight percent of Kentucky.
school districts. Schools whose
rank is above 70 percent are
considered proficient, and Ashland
was the only other area district to
achieve that level with 77.

“We are generally pleased with the
results of the scores,” said Richard
Oppenheimer, Ashland’s
curriculum coordinator.

Five of Ashland’s seven schools
also were classified as proficient
and one of them, Hager
Elementary, is in the top one
percent in the state. That makes its
classification a school of
distinction.

The data reveal areas Ashland
needs to improve, including
closing achievement gaps among
certain demographic groups,
mainly low income.

Officials in the Carter County
district were delighted with the -
district’s ranking of 62. Although
that means the district as a whole
is classified as needing
improvement, East Carter High
School’s ranking of 71 gives ita
proficient classification —a
dramatic turnaround in a school
that had been classified as
persistently low achieving.

“We're very

excited,” Superintendent Ronnie
Dotson said. “The new system is a
more balanced approach.”

The rankings are useful to
educators in assessing the district’s
progress compared to other
districts with similar demographics
and resources, Dotson said.

Greenup County, where the high
school also was designated as
persistently low achieving, also is
encouraged by its college and
career readiness rate of 51.3
percent and its 82 percent
graduation rate. Greenup ranked
30, however, putting it in the
bottom third of Kentucky schools.

But the scores show Greenup is
digging out of the low-

~ achievement hole, said assessment

director Diana Whitt. The new data
is more thorough and aiso will tell
her which student groups need
more help.

It is important to remember the
data represents a new start in
tracking school performance, said
Boyd County assessment
coordinator Marilyn Mayo. “We’re
starting with a new baseline,” she
said. It will take a couple of years
before trends show up.

Boyd County’s rank was 54,
putting it in the needs
improvement category, but its
graduation rate is an impressive 91
percent.

Kentucky is the first state to test
students under the new and
rigorous common core standards
that are on their way to becoming
educational benchmarks
nationwide, said Russell
Superintendent Susan Compton.
“We're laying a foundation and
this is the first step,” she said.

MORE

“




Parents should not be overly
concerned that scores are almost
certain to be lower in math and
language arts, according to
Compton. Partly that is because
scores are based on a scale of 0 to
100 instead of 0 to 140,

All the data is available on the
education department’s web site
but in a week or so, parents wil}
see the individual scores of their
children and that is where they
should ook closely, Oppenheimer
said. ‘

Then they can talk to school
counselors to discuss the results.

Also important under the new
system is working toward
improvement in all students,

. Russell chief academic officer
Debbie Finley said. That is
particularly true in a district like
Russell, with many high-achieving
students. “We have to look at each
student because even the high-
performing ones are expected to
show growth,” she said.

Hi

Daily Independent (Ashland,
KY) October 28, 2012

Blazer invites vets to
lunch Nov. 9

In Your View

Paul G. Blazer High School
cordially invites all military
veterans and active-duty personnetl
for a Veterans Day appreciation
lunch in your honor on Friday,
Nov. 9. The luncheon will begin at
10:30 a.m. and take place in the
gym lobby. There wili be a brief .
ceremony of appreciation followed
by lunch served by our JROTC
instructors and cadets.

A display of past military weapons
as well as military vehicles will be
available for all to view throughout
the day. All those who wish to
attend are asked to contact the
school at (606) 327-6040 to RSVP
by Nov. 8. An RSVP isnot
required to attend; it will simply be
used to help us anticipate how
many will be in attendance. We
look forward to seeing all veterans
and their families on Nov. 9.

Derek S. Runyon, Principal, Paul
G. Blazer High School

#iH#




Floyd County Times (Prestonsburg) 11.2.12

Schools take step back under new test model
by Ralph B. Davis, Managing Editor

School administrators say they are concerned about Floyd County’s showing in the most recent round of state
testing, but add that they now have information which allow the district to move forward.

"Overall, we've got some bright spots and we've got some areas of concern,” Superintendent Henry Webb said
Thursday.

The results, released today, are the first to be released under new guidelines for assessing school performance.
As a result of the new rules, Webb said schools statewide took a step backward, but he conceded that Floyd
County didn’t keep pace with some other districts.

The new model — dubbed the Unbridied Léarning accountability model — includes “student achievement growth
measures, emphasis on college and career readiness, high school graduation rates, student achievement in five
content areas and an increased focus on the lowest-performing schools,” according to a statement released by
the district.

“We were challenged with a new accountability system, new cut scores and new standards in reading and
mathematics, and while we have pockets of excellence, we didn’t meet that challenge as a district,” Webb said.
“We are a district that needs improvement, and we are taking steps to address any and all areas of concern in
curriculum, instruction and assessment.” .

But Webb said that even under the new rules, some familiar patterns emerged.

*Our elementary schools outperformed the state in most areas,” Webb said. “Our middle schools outperformed
the state in some areas, and our high schools still need improvement.”

Webb singled out May Valley Elementary and Osborne Elementary for having an exceptional showing on the
assessment.

“‘Once again, May Valley is one of the top elementary schools in the state of Kentucky, and one of only 40
deemed a ‘School of Distinction,” Webb said. “And this year shows Osborne Elementary to have moved from
being in the top half of elementary schools in the state, to being in the top 15 percent, and that places them one of
37 elementary schools in the category of 'Highest Performing School.”

Webb also noted that McDowell Elementary, Allen Central Middle School and the middle-school grades at Betsy
Layne Elementary joined May Valley and Osborne as the five Floyd County schools to have reached “proficient”
status, meaning they scored in the top 30 percent statewide.

On the flip side, Prestonsburg High School and South Floyd High School were identified as “focus schools,”
meaning they will receive increased attention from administrators in an attempt to close some gaps in instruction.

‘It means exactly what it says,” Webb said. “They are going to get some intensive focus.”

Webb said Floyd County, as a district, placed seventh out of 19 school districts in its region.

Going forward, Webb said the district will work to align its curriculum with state and national standards, provide
high-quality professional development in areas of instruction, use a District-Wide Intervention Model to address

needs of students and schools, and implement a "name and claim” system of working with each student to
individually identify steps needed to ensure all students are ready for careers or college.

 MORE
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‘Webb said that pursuing that agenda will allow the district to meet its goal of having 65 percent of students
college- or career-ready by 2015. The number foday is 30 percent.

“These results tell us how we are doing for our kids and where we need to'improve,” Webb said. “Our
commitment is to make sure that every child in Floyd County schools is college- and career-ready when they
graduate and prepared for postsecondary opportunities, and we will réach that goal for our kids.”

HHE
Floyd County Times {Prestonsburg) 10.31.12

With no water, South Floyd dismisses early

HI HAT -- Due to a lack of water, South Floyd High School and South Floyd Middle School are dismissing at
11:30 a.m., today.

Superintendent Henry Webb made the announced via Twitter, saying, "School dismissal at SFHS/SFMS at 11:30
a.m. due to lack of water."

HHE
Floyd County Times (Prestonsburg) 10.29.12

Schools monitoring storm conditions
by Jack lLatta, Staff Writer

Officials with the Floyd County School system are monitoring the impact of the current super-storm spinning into
eastern Kentucky.

Current weather projections for Eastern Kentucky include everything from torrential rains to blizzards bringing four
to eight inches of snow. '

On Monday, Superintendent Henry Webb said that school officials have not made any decisions yet, but that they
are staying in contact with the national weather service in Jackson to monitor the event.

“At this time we're just monitoring the changing conditions,” said Webb. "We're still hoping that it misses us.”
We will continué o update this story as more information becomes available.
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Appalachian News-Express - Pikeville —
Friday, Nov. 2, 2012

New test results reveal good, bad
in local schools-
A News-Express Staff Report

The results are in of the state’s new school
assessment model — Unbridled Learning — and for
Pike County and the Pikeville Independent School
District, the results are a mixed bag.

For the Pikeville independent School District, the

hew accountability model ranks the district as one of

nine “Districts of Distinction,” marking it as one of
the top districts in the state. Pikeville High School’s
scores marked it as one of 8 high schools in the state
named as a “Highest Performing School.”

The Pike County School District, however, joined the
greatest majority of districts in the state, as being
labeled “Needs Improvement,” as the district ranked
among the lfowest 18th percentile in the state.

Two schools within the Pike County School District,
however, were also named “Focus Schools” — Belfry
High School and Elkhorn City Elementary. Focus

" Schools are schools in which at least one The district,
however, also saw some hig successes, with
elementary level students at Dorton Elementary and
the schools making up the future Valley Elementary,
and middle school level students at the future Valley
Elementary, registering as the district’s sole schools
being classifed as “Proficient.”

In a news conference held on Thursday, Pike County .

Board of Education officials presented the News-
Express with a letter which will be sent home with
each student in the district on Friday.

“Pike County district personnel, principals, teachers
and students have the skills necessary to turn this
around to demonstrate our students are college and
career ready,” the letter said.

The letter also asks for parents to take a role in
helping the district improve.

“Please work with your schools and find out what
you can do to support this effort to move Pike
County to the top 10 percent of all Kentucky
districts,” the letter said.

The new assessment system, unlike its predecessor,
measures student achievement growth, emphasis on
college and career readiness, high school graduation
rates, student achievement in five content areas and
-increases focus on the lowest-performing schools.

The assessment scores were made available to the
. media earlier this week, but embaroged until 12:01

a.m. Friday, and the News-Express has conducted
interviews with officials at the Pikeville Independent
and Pike County school districts, including principals
and others. '

For full details on the scores, as well as analysis
regarding what the scores and rankings mean, see
the weekend editicn of the News-Express,

il '
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Scores Drop on Ky.'s Common Core-Aligned Tests

By Andrew Ujifusa

Results from new state tests in
Kentucky—the first in the nation
explicitly tied to the Common Core State
Standards—show that the share of
students scoring “proficient” or better in
reading and math dropped by roughly'a
third or more in both elementary and
middle school the first year the tests

were givern.

Kentucky in 2010 was the first state to
adopt the common core in
English/language arts and mathematics,
and the assessment results released last
week for the 2011-12 school year are
being closely watched by school officials
and policymakers nationwide for what
they may reveal about how the common
standards may affect student
achieverment in cdming years. So far, 46
states have adopted the
English/language arts common
standards; 45 states have done so in

math.

Two federally funded consortia are
working on assessments based on the
common standards, and those tests are
not slafed to be fully ready for schools
until 2014-15. But Kentucky’s tests are
gencrally understood to be linked fo the

COmMmor core.

“What you’re seeing in Kentucky is a
predictor of what you’re going to sec in
the other states, as the assessments roll
ouf next year and the year after,” said
Gene Wilhoit, the executive director of
the Washington-based Council of Chief

State Scheol Officers, which
spearheaded the common-core initiative
along with the National Governors
Association. Mr. Wilhoit was also
previously Kenméky’s education

cotnmissioner.
Falling Scores

The drop in Kentucky’s scores conform
to what state education officials had

expected. that students in grades 3-8

taking the new, more-rigorous Kentucky
Performance Rating of Education
Progress, or K-PREF, would not be able
to reach their achievement levels of
prior years. Kentucky began

implémenting the common standards in

| the 2011-12 school year.

The biggest drop came at the elementary
level. On the previous Kentucky Core
Content Tests, 76 percent of elementary
students scored proficient or higher in
reading in the 2010-11 school year.
That percentage plunged to 48 percent
for the K-PREP results in the 2011-12
school year, a drop-off in proficiency of
more than a third.

In 2010-11, 73 percent of elementary
students were proficient or better in
math, but that fell to 40.4 percent. That
drop represents a 45 percent decline in
the share of proficient students.

Middle schoolers’ decline was a little
less steep. In reading, they dropped from
a 70 percent proficiency level in 2010-

11 to 46.8 percent in 2011-12, a
decline of a third. In math, proficiency-
or-better levels declined slightly more
than that, from 65 percent in 2010-11
to 40.6 percent' in 2011-12.

Overall, students in grades 3-8
demonstrated somewhat higher
proficiency levels in reading than in

math.

‘When new tests ave introduced, states
can expect scores to fall in most cases,
said Douglas McRae, a retired
assessment designer who helped build
California’s testing system. “When you
change fhe measure, change the tests,
then you interrupt the continuity of
trend data over time. That’s the
fundamental thing that happens,” he
said.

Kentucky developed ifs tests in
conjunction with Pearson, the New York
City-based education and testing
company, which is also crafting

curricula for the common core.

K-PREP does not represent the final,
polished version of common-core
assessmentis. The Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and
Careers, or PARCC, and the Smarter

' e
Balanced Assesstient Consortium are
designing the tests that most states have
signed on to for gauging students’
masfery of the common standards

nationwide beginning in the 2014-15
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school year. (Kentucky belongs to the
PARCC consortium.)

But Mr. Withoit said K-PREP represents
the state’s best effort, along with
Pearson’s, “to develop an assessment that

was representative of the common core.”

Proficiency drops also occurred in the
end-of-course tests in reading and math
Kentucky administered to high school
students. But those declines were smaller
than those in the earlier grades, and a
state study shows that while the X-PREP
tests are completely aligned with the
common standards, the high school
end-of-course tests (from the ACT

' QualityCore programy) are only about 80
percent to 85 percent aligned to the

standards.

The proficiency level in high school
reading dropped from 65 percent to
32.2 percent (a figure 6 percentage
points higher than the state’s
prediction), based on the end--of-course
tests, while proficiency in math fell from
46 percent to 40 peréent on the Algebra
2 test, beating the state’s prediction by 4
percentage points. '

Commissioner’s Take

Kentucky Education Commissioner
Terry Helliday said that students beat
the state’s predictions for both the K-
PREP and end-of-course exams. Using a
statistical model that predicted ACT
performance based on academic results
in reading and math in 2011, for
example, the state estimated a 36
percentage-point drop in elementary
reading scores in 2011-12, instead of
the actual Z8-point drop.

“We're just a little bit above our
prediction, which I think is a pretty good
testament to our teaching,” Mr. Holliday

said.

Earlier exposure fo the common
standards, he suggested, would help
youngger students at first.

“It’s going to take a little longer to see
middle and high school growth on these
tests,” Mr. Holliday said. “It’ll take about
five years fo see an overall groﬁrth of

significance at all levels.”

Butf based on national benchmarks, the
new K-PREP tests may not have been
rigorous enough, said Richard Innes, an
education policy analyst at the Bluegrass
Institute, a conservative-leaning
Lexington, Ky.-based think tank.

In a report released the week of Oct. 29
for the institute, Mr. Inntes compared the
K-PREP math scores for 8th graders this
year (41.5 percent proficient or better)

‘with the results on the ACT Explore test

this year (30.5 percent) and the National
Assessment of Educational Progress
proficiency levels in 2011 (31 percent).

| “There are questions in my mind as to

whether they are rigorous enough in
several areas,” he said. Different subject
tests appeared to have been more
rigorous in different grade levels, Mr.
Innes said. The math in middle schools
appears to be the subject where K-PREF
is less rigorous than NAEP or Explore
tests, he noted. 'He drew the same
conclusion about K-PREF reading results

at the elementary school level.

One number that went up. the
proportion of students qualifying as
college and/or career ready, which rose
to 47 percent in 2011-12, from 38
percent the previous year. Mr. Holliday
attributed that rise to the state creating
more career pathways and bringing
more infroductory college coursés to
high school seniors to prevent the need

for postsecondary remediation.

“To get that much improvement in the
first year is extracrdinary, I think,” said
Bob King, the president of the Kentucky
Council on Postsecondary Education,
based in Frankfort, Ky.

Preparing the Public

To combat a potential public backlash
from the lower scores, Mr. Holliday
noted that he had enlisted the Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce as part of a

yearlong public relations-campaign.

Florida schools earlier this year endured
a significant backlash when proficiency
rates on its state wriling tests dropped by
two-thirds after a tougher grading
system was introduced, forcing the state
school board to change the test’s cutoff

score retroactively.

“We knew the scores were going to
drop, but this is the right thing for our

kids, our schools,” he said. “You’re going

to see quite a different reaction in
Kentucky because we watched what
happened everywhere else,” Mr.
Holliday said.
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But the transition for schools can be
disappointing for some, especially in the
short term. Carmen Coleman, the
superintendent of the Danville
Independent district, said she was proud
of how the school system had progressed
over the past three years from a ranking
of 110th to Z4th among the state’s 174
districts, only to tumble back to the
middle of the pack in the newest

rankings of school districts.

“It’s a tough blow for teachers and
students,” she said.

The Kentucky PTA has received grant
money from the National PTA to educate
parents.and others about the new
standards, but the state group’s
president, Teri Gale, said it doesn’t mean
people won’t be caught off gnard by the

lower-than-usual results.

“They’ve heard us talk about it. They’ve
seen the newscasls and everything,” Ms,
Gale said. “But until they actually see the
scores, | dow’t think it’s going to hit
home that this is what we were talking

about.

Coverage of the implemerntation of the
Common Core State Standards and the

COTMON 4sScssHents is supporfed in

part by a grant from the GE Foundation,

af www.ge.com/foundation.
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Accountability
‘scores vary
in the region.

- BY JODY. NORWOOD

. jnorwood@paducahsun.corm

" “School districts in western

Kentucky formed a wide bell
curve in the state’s new Un-
bridled Spirit accountabxhty
model,

The first year of test results
is considered a baseline for
districts. That foundation
varied across the area’s 17
public school distriets, from

_lows of 44.4 at Fulton Coun-
fy and 46 at Fulton Indepen-
dent to highs of 73.3 at Mur-
ray Independent and 64.9 at
Marshall County. -

" Tamara Smith, Fulton In-
‘dependent superintendent,

. sald the district stmiggled
with gap students, these des-
. ignated as minorities, having
d,lsabﬂmes, free -Or reduced-
price. meals or a limited
Enghsh proﬁcxency Of the
district’s 371 students, only
a5 don't fit into a subgmup,
Smith said.

- "We't re tiot happy with the
scores,” Smith said. “They’re
low. We do have a plan and

- we're going to stari imple-

menting it to get those num--

bers up.” .

Smith said the d15tclct is
planmng open house meet-
ings to discuss what the
‘numbers mean and areas of
‘concern with students and
parents. The path to higher
scores will start by focusing

- on specific divisions such as
achievement or college and
career readiness, Smith said.

Several districts were also
classifieds as highest per-

forming; having scored in the
9goth percentile with a gradu- -
ation rate-above 60 percent -

Please see SCORES | 3A

.SCORES

CONTINUED FROM 1A

for the pnor two years
Jonathan; Sharpe, Lowes -

and Hendron-Lone Oak
elementary schools, Heath,

Murray and Lyon Middle

and Calloway County High
were all highest performing
schools. Marshall County

also qualified as a highest

performing dlsi.nct.
Districtwide, -

top 2 percent of all schools,
followed™ by Calloway
Coufaty in the top 6 percent
and Marshall County in the
top 7 percent. Lyon County
also placed in'the top 10
percent. By being in the

goth percentile, all schools .

are considered distin-
guished by state standards.

Seven area districts—
Fulton - County, Fulton
Independent, Livingston
Central, Carlisle County,
Paduczh
Trige County and May-
field Independent — were
ranked below .70 percent

and categorized as meeds.

improvement. The average

Murray -
Independent placed in the-

. Independent, '

score of a]Im17 dlstr;cts was

-58.7.

“We know what we need

to do because we have the
new data and we'velearned
“from our success in the’

past” said Carla Whitis,

Graves County assistant
' superintendent for _sec’opd—

ary instruction, In a written -
statement. “Schools will
analyze the data to inten- -
tionally focus on the areas

-each needs to address.”

Call Jody Norwood, a .
Paducah Sun staff'writer,
at 270-575-8658, -
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‘District scho

to address stu

. BY JODY NORWOOD
-+ Inorwood@paducahsun.com.

New statewide /' aecotnt-
“ability “models for student
~achievement released today
highlight gaps in students
at McCracken County and
‘Paducah s¢hools.

- Districtwide, =McCrack-
.en County schools ranked
proficient, landing a score
of 63.2 and ranking in the
top 11 percent of schools.

* Paducah Public Schools are _

categorized as needs im-
provement, scoring 51.4 and
.ranking in the 8th percen-
tle. ~ S

“We are very pleased with
‘where we are,” said Nancy
Waldrop, McCracken su-
“perintendent. “We were one

- point shy:of being a distin- -
guished district, but we're .

very proud of our scores

and howjrdu'r children H&Veg

learned.”

Unbridied Learning, the |

new method of testing, di-

vides student. achievement E

into categories based on
grade level. High school
students. are evaluatéd .on
achievenient, gap, growth,
college and career readi-
. hess, and graduation rates,

The state classifies gap stu-
dents as minorities, stu-
- dents with’ Aisabilities, on
free or reduced-price meal
‘programs.or those with lim-
ited English proficiencies.

Graduation rates are not -

_ ca_lculated into scores for
~middle and elementary

Please see TES:!'ING [3A

- TESTING -

—

» CON'_I'INUED'FROM':I.A .

students, For elementaj
school students, achi;srya

ment and gap each make
- UD 30 percent of the score,

with growth accounting

the other 40 Ppercent.

for

Donald Shively, assis-
tant ‘superintendent for
Paducah schools, said the -

* baseline year establishes

areas where the district
needs to grow. N _
“One of our goals is to

close ‘the gap, specifically

the achievement gap be-
tween subpopulations that
aren’t performing as well
as what our state now de-
fines as non-gap students;”
Shively said, - “When; - you

look atus asadistriet; we're -

one of the most-diverse in_
the state: Roughly 8o per-
cent of the assessments we
gave were to students con-
sidered in'the gap group.”

Shively " said Paducah
schools embrace the diver-
sity of having a large popu- -

Iation of gap students, and
will work on meeting new

“standards for- those ‘ si'_u—

“dents.” :
~"While the numbers

" are low for gap students,

Shively said the test rein.

- forced that growth is being

made with top performing
students. Almost half 6f the

district’s fourth _through -
eighth grade distinguished .

reading students were 1in

the top 10 - inthe -
p- - -'pement i the ' score. of 74.3, placing it in

state.. o R
A total of 84 distin-
guished. students were in
the top 25 percent.
Students in the same
grades had similar percent-
ages in the top 10 and 25
percent of distinguished
math scores, '
- “We feel like we're doing
a great joh of stretching the
top, but with that; it brings
ott the students who have
fallen info our gap catego-

fés,” Shively said. “Weve:
88, e to close that -
i gap. It'sana-

. Shively said the district
works, with community
agencisdsich as the U
- Way-and.the Qsc 058
Boys .. and. Girls -£lub- to
improve student- achieve-
ment. . -
McCracken ~  County
Schools, with a smaller
‘percentage of ‘gap stu-
dents, scored higher dis--
trictwide. :Concord El-
ementary, Héath Middle,
Hendron-Lone Oak Ele-
mentary, Lone Oak Middle

‘and Reidland. ] '

ementary

© were categorized as dis-
 tinguished, ‘scoring in the -

top. 10" percent of schools
s O

- across the stat nly. two
‘S'_QBOOIS:‘ Rttt Re,l, nd ngh
. School and Farley Flemen- .

tary School — are consid-
ered as_needs . improves:
ﬁ?s%ggﬁdm P

' ment schioo

J

tef  Melanie - Jarvis ..gaid .

oy Assessment 1. Goordinr:

gap students scored well i
the district. Jarvis said the

- school will use testing data

to evaluate strengths-and:
weaknesses for each school
and develop plans to im-

- prove those numbers;

Concord . - Elementary

- was the highest scoring in

‘the district with an overall

the top 24 of 800 schools
‘across the state. Lone Qak
Middle- School and Re-
idland = Elementary also
ranked, in the top 5 percent
of Kentucky schools.
Concord . Elementary
- Brincipal Ginger Holloweil

--sald the seoreswas a mix of+
 Araining; instruction and a.
«balanced:-assessment sY§- -

tem to intervene with stu-
dents who might falter,

“We are excelling in the
“area of being able to define
a clear academic standard
for a given period of time,”
Hollowell - said. “This is
where we are now, this is
‘what we want you to learn
today, this is what we want

ited.
0SS

you to learn next week.
We've had help to do that
from the district. The stu~-
dents should be able to ar~
ticulate that every day.”
Hollowell said i was also
important for students to
make real-world connec-
tions to miaterial learned,
Both - disiricts. plan
to  communicate  what
the scores are and what
they mean with parents
and students in coming
-Taonths. o -

-Call Jody Norwood, a.

.Paducah Sun staff writer,

-at 270-575-8658,
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BY MEGAN HARRIS
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Owensboro. Public Schools.
scored among the worst in the
state on the Kentucky Perfor-
mance Rating for Educational
Progress (K-PREP) exams,
administered statewide in April,
while Daviess County Public

Schools scored 'i_n the top 20 per-

cent.

_ Results released Friday mark
the first wave of data from the
Unbridled Learning account-
- ability model, first mandated by
Senate Bill 1 in 2009 and imple-
mented at the start of the 2011-12

school year.

" Each school and district -
received an overall score on a

" geale from 1 to 100, which were
rank-ordered both by district
and elementary, middle and h1gh :

" school levels. Schools and dis-
tricts were dubbed distinguished
for scoring in the top 10 percent,
proficient for the top 30 percent

and needs improvement for

" those below the 70th percentile.

Of regional districts, only
those in Daviess, Hancock and
Ohio counties earned a rating
“of proficient with Owensboro
Independent, McLean and

Muhlenberg counties all noted as
needs improvement.

. As a Focus District, Owensboro
will have the most ground to cover
in the coming months, drafting a
hyper-vigilant comprehensive
&chool improvement plan. OPS
joined 10 other disfricts in the hot
tom 6 percent across the state, earn-
ing an overall score of 45.7 on a 100-
point scale.

_ “If you look at the perceatile
rankings, we look pretty far away
from proficiency, but really we're

. only a little over 12 points away,”
1 said Paula Roberts, assistant
! superintendent for instruction.
: “Almost everyone in the state fell
| within a 20-point range, so to say
| we're at the bottom is true, but
1 it’s not the whole picture.”

£

Superintendent Larry Vick

' cited a “perfect storm” of limi- .

 tations in a meeting last week,

including a lack of growth dis-

 trict-wide. At the elementary
i school level, growth in reading
- and ‘mathematics accounts for
+ 40 percent of a school’s overall
. score. In middie school and high
' school, growth is worth only 28
i and 20 percent, respectively. :
' “We don’t want to make excuses;

‘e want to. make progress,” Vick
+said. “Obviously we aren’t pleased ‘
1 with the results, but we're going to .
1 sfrive really hard to make progress.” ' -
1% Among Owensboro schools, only
f ' *Newton Parrish and Sutton elemen-
*: taries were deemed proficient, earn-

| ing pércentile rankings of 78-and
| 73, réspeciively. Both campuses of

"¢ Owensboro Middle School, Estes

\! Elementary and Foust Elementary

E ‘were ranked between the 1st and
i 15th percentile.

]

: proud of our teachers, especially at
1 the (middle school’s) south campus.
' They're at the very bottori; hufthey

. haven’t acted defeated or'frustrated.”

.’ They're sirategizing, volunteering

to pull these kids out during their
planning time to give them extra
support. I's been exciting to see the
grassroots efforts of those teach-
ers. They want to give the absolute
best instruction they can.”

In Daviess County, 14 of 17
schools were deemed proficient or
above, with Highland and Burps
elementary schools earning distin-
guished status and reward recogni-
tion. Its overall score was 60.1 —
which put it in the 82nd percentile.
Jana Beth Francis, DCPS director
of assessment, research and cur-
riculim development, said teachers
at Meadow Lands Elementary and
both Apollo and Daviess County
high schools have already railied to
improve their less-than-proficient
scores.

“Fo come in as a district at pro-
ficiency this first round and know
we're in the top 30 percent of
schools and school districts really

K-PREP: DCPS
OPS struggles

- to reach childr

“We definitely-have room to-
.i improve,” Roberts said, “but I'm so

means that we can now focus in
9111 c;lrdm}fprovement,” she said,
nstead of rethinking everythi
we get to refine.” - yihing,
Going forward, both Roberts and
Frangls emphasized individualized
is about,”Fran

they're at and bring
stantly improve —
ever strategies wi
students the best chance to
college and find and sustain a mean-

When. schools are proficient, it

reflects on sjudents and their hard |
work, said*DCPS Superinten-

dent Owens Saylor.

“We get caught up in rankings
and pride for our district, and;we
are proud, but this is first and
foremost about the learner,” he
said. “It's their lives ahead that
are being affected by positive
scores.” '

Of Muhlenberg County’s eight
sites, only Bremen Elementary
School was deemed proficient
with a score of 63 (72nd percen-
tile).-Ohio County — 58.5 over-
all (72nd percentile) — boasted
five proficient schools, includ-
ing Horse Branch Elementary
School, which earned the dis-
tricthigh ranking of 86.

McLean County High School
and Livermore Elementary
School earned “needs improve-
ment” rankings, though two
other McLean County sites
scored in the 79th percentile
.or above. Overall, the district
scored 57.7 (65th percentile).

To the east, Hancock Coun-
ty earned a score of 62.1 (87th
percentile). The district's mid-
dle, high and South elementary
school each scored proficient in the
84th percentile or above with only
North Hancock Elementary said to
need improvement.

Unbridled Learning — used
for both state and federal report-
ing — was designed to hold public
schools accountable for five prima-
ry areas: achievement on subject-
area tests; gaps in academic per-
formance among students who are
ethnic minorities, have disabilities,

nmn,\amw/\ ¥
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are English-language learners or
come from low-income households
and students who do not fit into
those categories; growth in read-
ing and mathematics;
_ career readiness and

-aduation

rate' . o R e
** Administrators expect fo recéive
“individual student data jn the com-

ing days.

college and -
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- Park City Déﬂy News |

By CHUCKMASON . " i .
Th’éﬂar’foews.ir;--m L
cmason@bgdailynews.com/783-3

Local students posted scores abiove.thy ‘state .%iVefagt_; on stan-
+ dardized; tests taken Jast spring;accordinig fo-data reléased -

* + The tests were in response to Kentucky’s adoption of com-
mon core, standards in various subject areas.. Parents ‘will

. - receive report.cards on their childrén in a couple of weeks,

showing'hew: they rank as to-fellow:studerits, within their dis-

.8

across the state. . A
- The tests have two components — assess-
‘ment-and accountability. This is the first year,
for Kenticky Performance Rating for Educa-
tional Progress, or K-PREP, tests that measure
students’ progress in.reading, math, science,
social studies and writing. .

Briley, 17, a senior at Bowling Green ‘High

friet. and . in" corparison ‘to othe:}.[st\iaeﬁts .

“It’s a lot like the ACT (test), ™ said Kendali

N Schc_;l_oii “Most of my friends passed it. I passed it.” _Briley took

an end-of-course fest for algebra Iast spring.

“I think you can get a better indication of ,(acade'mic) ability

in the:classroom than through tests — but they (the tests) are not
- totally off the mark;” said Jessica Agro, 17, a-senior at Green-

wood High School. Agro took an end-of-course exam for US ‘

history last spring.

" Dréw Norwood, 18, a sehior at South Warred High School, .

~ sajid she took the exams last spring in U.S. history and Algebra
II. *U.8. history was a little harder. I gef math,” Norwood said.
She said her, teachers outline information in preparation for the
tests, but don’t teach to it. ‘ , o
+ “Ilove all my teachers — they prepare us well,” she said.

 Ne 2202

A'Bowling Green .

It is also the first year for Unbri-

~dled Learning: College and Career

Readiness for All, which uses K-

PREP student performance and

other factors to give each school
and district an overall score,
Gene is the Commonwealth

' Accountability Testing System, or

CATS, which used a different

"methodology :

Thie Bowling Green Indepen-

- dent School District received a

score of.59.2 and the Warren
County Public School District
received a score of 58.1, both
above the state average of 55.2.
The nufnbers are out of a possible
10 points. - -~ -
“In general, we are pleased with

' the -results,” said Superintendent

Joe Tinius of the city school dis-
trict. “We also see that there.is a ot
of work tobe done” . -

- *“It’s a starting point for both

teachers and students,” said Kathy -

Goff, assistant superintendent of
the county school district; -

. In information made public
today, four schools received “dis-

 ‘tinguished” status, the top desig-

nation.. Results include the
school’s overall score out of 100
possible points (first number in

- parentheses) and the school’s per- -
centile ranking in Kentucky( sec-
‘ond number): oL

*South” Warren High School
(68.1,95). . L
*Greeniwood - High  School
(652, 91) S
~*Potter  Gray Elementary
School (71,92) ' ’

*WR. McNeill Elementary’

School (71, 92). -
‘The other designations awarded

were “proficient” and “needs

improvement.”

- At the high school level, Bowl-

ing Green High School (59.1, 74)

- Was awarded a “proficient” desig-

nation while Wairren Central High
School (50.9, 29) and Warren Fast
High School (52.1, 37) were

awarded “needs improvement”

designations,
" “I don’t think that shows how
our high schoo] is,” said Lincoln

“Quick, 17, a junior at BGHS,

“There are'some kids who blow it
off, and there are some kids that
really try” o

Quick " took end-of-course

“It worked out for us because
we have good teachers here,” Bri-
ley said. “But at other schools, it

may not have worked out.”

“Do I think that this score rep-
resents the quality of education
delivered at Warren Central High
School and Warreén East High
School? Absolutely 'not,” Goff
said, R
. “T don’t think any one assess-
ment can be administered to any

~ school and be truly equitable to

every situation,” Tinius said,
Bowling' Greenr Junior High

“ School (60, 74), Drakes Creek -

Middle School (60.2, 76), South
Warren Middle School (62.9, 86)
and Warten East Middle School

(61.3, 80) all were given “profi- .

cient” designations, along with
Briarwood Elementary School

(64.1, 75), Cumberland Trace Fle-

mentary School (69.3, 88), and

.Natcher EIejmcntaIy S_chbol_ (64.3_, :

76).

two categoties, -
Other

School (49.9, 32), T.C. ~Cherry
Elementary School (57.1, 48),
Dishman-McGinnis: Elementary
School (52.4, 31), Parker-Bennett

Curry Elementary ‘School (45.5,

10), Alvaton Elementary School
(612, 64), Bristow Elementary
School (55.9, 42), Lost River Ele-

‘mentary School (54.7, 38), North™~
‘Warren Elementary School {56.7,

46), Oakland Elementary School

{51, 25), Plano Elementary School

(61.2, 64), Rich Pond Elementary
School (60.9; 63), Richardsville

Elementary School (51.1, 26y,

Rockfield Elementary School
(59.7, 58) and Warren Elementary
School (434,7). ~ -

"The overall scores are compiled

by looking at stzdent. achievement

and some new measurements

called “gap” and “growth.” Gap is

& measurement of how well sfii-

dents in afrisk - populations

achieve academically, while
growth measures how each indi-

vidual student progresses each .
year compared with achievement -

of like peers, according to defini-

tions provided by the local school -
~ districts. B

€xams in U.8. history and English -
-last spring.

— For-more information, visit

the Open House portal on the

Kentucky Department of Educq-
tion website at openhouse.educa-
tionky.gov/. "

-~ “Distinguished” is the top 10
percent of schools ‘measured;
“proficient” is the top 30 percent; -
‘and “needs improvement” means : -
the school didn’t make the other |

needs improvement” .
schools are Henry F. Moss Middie




State releases
report card
on schools

By Mark Bell, Contributing Writer
The Middlesboro Daily News
Nov. 2, 2012

page 1of2

The three school districts in Bell County
ranked in the bottom half among school
districts in the state under the new
assessment and accountability model -
Unbridled Learning —released by state
officials today.

While a few individual schools ranked
among the top half of state schools, none
surpassed the level needed to exceed the
“needs improvement” category.

Designed to measure student readiness for
college and career performance, the new
state measurement is a vast change from
the Commonwealth Accountability Testing
System (CATS) in place over the past
decade.

Officials caution parents and the public not
to draw any comparisons to test scores
from prior years and not to be surprised by
school and student scores that are lower
than expected.

Under the new system, Kentucky’s schools
are scored on a scale of 1-100 with the top
90 percent of schools being labeled
“distinguished.” Schools ranking in the 70-
89th percentile are now to be considered
“proficient,” with all others falling under
the “needs improvement” designation.

Across the state, 899 of 1,296 schools are
now labeled as “needs improvement” as a
result of the completion of the first year of
testing. This indicates that the schools fell
below the 70th percentile on the bell curve
that has been used as a predictor for the
anticipated lower scores.

While no schools in the county were
designated as distinguished, four schools in
the Bell County School District — Central
School Center Elementary, Frakes Middle,
Right Fork Middle, and Yellow Creek Middle
- were designated as proficient. No schools
in the Middlesboro.or Pineville districts
scored above the 69th percentile.

“I think there’s a big difference between the
‘Needs Improvement’ category and No
Child Left Behind which labeled these
schools as failing,” said Dr. Terry Holliday,
Kentucky Education Commissioner. “These
schools are not failing. They just have
particular components they need to work

12

on.

Holliday added that the new system “raises
the bar” for student achievement within
individual school districts by taking into
consideration student growth as well as
college and career readiness. Schools in the
“need improvement” category will have
follow-up reviews from the state
department of education.

All but the high school within the
Middlesboro Independent School District
were designated as a “focus school,” which
means they scored in the bottom ten
percent in the state in a measure known as
a “gap group score.” That score is designed
to measure the performance of student
groups that have historically had
achievement gaps (for example: racial
minorities, special education, poverty, or
limited English proficiency). MORE




The Middlesboro Daily News
Nov. 2, 2012
page 2 of 2

There are 284 schools in the state listed as
focus schools. Of those, 103 are at
elementary schools, 106 are middle schools
and 75 are high schools.

The higher performing schools in the county
were:

o Frakes Middle with an overall score
of 62.6 and a state ranking of 85
¢ Right Fork Middie with an overall
score of 61.7 and a state ranking of
81
¢ Bell Central School Center
Elementary with an overall score of
64.9 and a state ranking of 78
o Yellow Creek Middle with an overall
score of 59.4 and a state ranking of
72 ‘
e Frakes Elementary with an overall
score of 60.4 and a state ranking of
60
e Bell Central Middle with an overall
score of 56.1 and a state ranking of
57
¢ Pineville Middle with an overall
score of 55.0 and a state ranking of
54
* Middlesboro High with an overall
" score of 54.7 and a state ranking of
51
All other schools were below the 50th
percentile state ranking, with one school,
West End Elementary in Middlesboro,
ranking at the 1st percentile, the lowest
level in the state’s new system.

The data released today shows that among
the state’s elementary schools, 507 need
improvement, 149 are proficient and 77 are
distinguished.

For the middle schools, there are 232 listed
as needs improvement, 65 proficient and 36
distinguished.

And, as was predicted by local and state
officials, the high school level shows 160
schools in the needs improvement level,
while 46 are proficient and only 24 are
distinguished.

END
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{zet the story, Get The Standard,

Boston School ‘distinguished’ in KPREP

Benchmark year will help officials see what areas need improvement

By Jennifer Corbett ‘
Friday, November 2, 2012 at 12:00 am (Updated: November 2, 12:03 am)

Test results were released Friday for schools statewide, and Nelson County schools had at least one reason to celebrate.
Boston School’s elementary ranked among the top 10 percent in the state, earning it the county’s only “distinguished” ranking.

_ "Boston is something we're excited about,” said Anthony Orr, superintendent of Nelson County schools. “Boston has a good, strong
school. It's very exciting for them and their students and for the whole district.”

Boston's score was the highest in the area. Other schools, both in the county and city systems, ranked near the statewide median.

Resuilts from the 2011-2012 school year were from the Kentucky Performance Rating for Education'Progress (KPREP) accountabiiity
system, which replaced the Kentucky Core Content Test that was under the CATS system used in previous years.

Brent Holsclaw, superintendent of the Bardstown Independent Board of Education, said the KPREP scores indicate a “new beginning.”

Officials received several documents Friday outlining how their district schoo1s scored in KPREP's five sections (achievement, growth,
gap, college/career readiness and graduation rate) compared to schools throughout Kentucky.

Nelson County schools had an overall score of 54.1, which put them in the 45th percentile. Since Thomas Nelson High Scheol just
opened this school year, they were not included in the test results.

Bardstown schools had an overall score of 51.6, which put them in the 29th percentile. Both districts were labeled, as ‘needs
improvement.” o

“One of the things we really like about the new testing system is there’s much more info about how we're doing our job,” Orr said. “Now
we're in the process of digging into the data and looking into how we can help individual students grow. And as we pull it all together, it
will move our school system forward.”

This year's scores under KPREP have no direct comparison to the CATS system, because the grading scales are different. KPREP is
on a scale of zero to 100, while CATS used a 140-point scale. '

Holsclaw added that while this year's scores might appear lower, the standards in which they're scored far outweigh any perceived
negatives,

“Students are being challenged more and are more prepared for the future” in this global economy, he said.

Once a school’s grade is set, they are ranked amongst other schools in Kentucky. The benchmark for the 70th percentile was 62.5 for
elementary schools, 58.7 for middle schools, 58 for high schools and 58.4 for schoot districts.

Bardstown High School scored at the benchmark with an overall score of 58, while Boston School elementary students surpassed the
elementary benchmark with a score of 70.9. |

Now that they know how Nelson County schools stand, Orr said they know what areas they can improve and what techniques are
working.

“We have all of this data that helps us work more effectively with our students,” he said. “| think we stack up well against neighboring
districts.”

Orr noted that the KPREP scores are a “pat on the back” for Nelson County school employees.

At the end of the day, Holsclaw said the main goal is the same as ever: prepare students so they can be successful in a global
economy.

“Our goal as a school system has always been to prepare students for the future,” Holsclaw said. “Now we have an accountability
system that helps us measure our success.”

http:/ /www.kystandard.com/node/93005 ’ Page 1of @ -




Corbin Times-Tribune / [ 2~ -

Corbin Inde

pendent Schools named District of -

BY THE NUMBERS

. School districts percenule
ranking o Kentucky-Scliool-
Report Card (Source: Kmmeky
' Dept of Edumtzan)

Corbm _'

97

"-_ Whttiey County

54

Wlllhamsburg '

 Barbourvillé fndependent

Laurel County
East Bernstadt

10
SCHOOL

- 'mom;.-_,rnomags_ :

HEISE

District-wide, Cofbm '
- Independent fared excep-
"tionally well on the state S

) reportcard
Corbin got an overall

geore . of° 66.9. The
‘Rank in.

- Percentile

' Kentucky was at 97. The
district was classified as
Distinguished. = And
because of that, the state
rewarded - Corbin
Independent as a Distirict
of Distinction.

Most Tn-County dlstrlcts schools need

. BY JEFFNOBLE, STAFF. WB.ITER_ ‘

of one Tri County
school

-standards, “tests  and
" scores that were released :
today

Asa dlstrlct the Corbin.

Independent Schools was '
- designated . a
““Distriet of '

' ._sttmctlen”

by - the )

, district,
A the - Kentucky‘_ _
,School ‘Report: Card had -
chigh' marks. For another
-district, the state’ classx-_'j_'
“fied thenr'as “Proficient,” ]
“For the other districts, -
~that ~ same report card.
: showed itheir school sys- -
tems’ B
i oment. < .
o Forall’ dlstmcts here'w
-and ‘across the state, offi-~ .
‘-cials; are pouring over °
"reams of information, try:
ing to decipher the end-
.less figures as the state
-completed a new round of

sding 1mprove- b

. Learnmg Coll

’ nnprovement accordmg to new test scores_‘_; |

Kentucky  Department..of;. core standar 5.1

Education (KDE)

WilliamsburgIndep

Schools:. . “Cote

“Broficient” . new Standards' -
from th harder and ‘more strin- -
to. the because - ‘of -the : _
cla the -
Imprig¢

Cor

Ind . :

Ind Schools on Tuesda

Co ‘He added th

Cau “dards would Hi

Readiness- for -

new assessment and
accountability  model

developed by the Kentu
Board of Edueation. il

: _“Kentucky is. the ﬁrst :

state to adopt
commeon

The Kentucky

According to the KDE,
an individual school or
school district is classified

Department. of Education
notes that a “School or
District of Distinction” has

as “Distinguished” if their a score from the 95th to
30011':3 ;S dligtlt'}:‘.?‘.stgg s,l((:)hggli; 99th percentile in the state,
cent o meets the student partlcl-

from a particular level, or
in this case, the 90th to

99th percentlle in the

state.
. Also, schools and dis-

tricts are rewarded or
need assistance’as aresult
. -of their gverall score, per- -

centile rank in Kentucky

and their classification.

That’s shown in the

*“Rewards and Asmstance

Category”

pation rate, and the gradu-

. ation rateis above 60, Also,
- the school or district can-
‘notbelabeled as “Priority™

or “Focus.”

Of the five individuat
schools in-the Corbin dis-
trict, “Corbin .Elémentary
School had ‘the highest
overall score with a 70.9. -

D pr e
3 students. for- eoilege and.' U
nbridled: . career readmess .
ﬁﬁfc.meer._ :

*SEE SOHOﬂI., PAEE3

. That ranked them with a
-Percentile Rank of 92, giv-

ing them a sttmgulshed
classification, and reward-
edasaHighest Performing
School.

State Eduéation ,
Department figires say -
the “Highegt Performing
School or District” scores
are from the 90th to 94th-
percentile. in the state,

‘meets the student partlcn-

pation rate, and the gradu-
ation rate is above 60, In
addition, it -cannot - be
labeled as “Priority” or
“Focus.”

=08




The state report card
said Corbin Middle School
did exeepf:mnally ‘well.

_Their overall score was a
67.7," giving them " a

. Percentﬂe Rank of 94 and-

a  classification . of
. Distinguishied. Like the
elementary school, Corbin
‘Middle was rewarded as a

Highest . -Performing
School. ‘ '
. The high marks contin-

ued--with Corbin - High
- SchooPs  performance.
They showed an overall
'score of 66.5, putting them
with a Pereenule Rank of
94, and. a Distinguished
elass:ﬁcatlon Along with
~ Corbin.- ‘Middle and
<Elementary = Schools,
- Corbin High'was rewarded

-as- a Highest’ Perfornnng'

School.
While its overall score

‘was 63. 2, Corbm
Interm’ediate ‘School’s

Percentile Rank was lower
than the other schools in
-the Corbin district, with a

-.73. They were also classi-

fied as “Proficient.”

According to the KDE, :

a school or district is clas—
- gified .as “Proficient”, if
“ their scor&'is in‘the 70th to

89th percentﬂe in the :

~state. |
But Cox sald there s a
~ reason. for the. school’s
lower percent[le rank.
. “Eventhoughourgrade
-range  for -Corhin
-Intermediate is 5th” and

6th Grades, the state put-

them in the Elementary
School category,” he point-
ed out. .Cox added Corbin

Primary School was not:

listed in the test scores,
because the state did not
test the school. .
As a district, The
‘Whitley County Schools
had an- overall score of
55.8,  giving them a
: Kentuckyrank of54,and a
“Needs Improvement”
classification.
- According to. the state
~“Department of Education,
" . a school or district “Needs
Improvement” if their

score is. below  the .70th -

percentile in the state.

. Whitley County High
School's overall score was
51,6, earning them a

Kentuckv rank of 34, and

" was classified with “Needs

Improvement”, as were alf
but two other schools in
-the district.

The exceptions were
Whitley County' East
Elementary School and
Whitley Central
Intermediate - School.

‘Whitley® “East “hgabivon -
- “Distinguished” classxﬁca—

tion, and a reward ofbeing

a Highest “Pérforniing

School, “while Whitley
Central Intermediate got
i “Proﬁment” classﬂica—
tlon

The Wllhamsburg

- Independent Schools &5 a

district had  an -overall
score of 59:2, giving them a
Kentucky rank of 78. That
classified’ . them - "as
“Proficient.” Broken down,

the state figures showed -

Williamsburg’s* elementa-
ry school and high sehool
were classified a$ “Needs

- Improvement,” while' the

midile -'sthool “got a
Proficient elassification:
District-wide; the Knox

* County Public School: sys-
_ tempulled an overall score -
of 46.1, giving the distriet a

Kentucky rank of %7, which
earned thHem & “Needs
Impro‘vement” clas31ﬁca~
tmn

“For the dzstrxct’s two
high schools, Knox Central
High's overall score. 'was
468, giving them .a

Kentucky rank of 16 ahd -

classified as Needs
Improvement. Knox
Central was also recog-
nized in the profile as a
“Priority School ”

A “Priority” school is a

" school identified as a

Persistently . Low
‘Achieving (PLA) school,
accprding to the KDE.

~ Lyan Camp High
School’s overall score
came in at 43.1, givin

them a Kentucky rank of 8,

and a “Needs
Improvement” classifica-
tion,

Three schools in the

Knox County system — .

Lynn Camp Middle, Knox
1County Middle, and-Flat
Lick Elemenfary — were
recognized in the fest
results as a “Focus
School.” o

The state - Education
Department -stafes a
“Focus School or Distriet”
has a non-duplicated gap

- group score in the bottorm
10 percent of the state, or-

has a1 individual group of
students scoring signifi-
cantly low (by this rule,
districts cannot be Focus)

or has a graduation rafe -

less than 60 for two con-
secutive years (districts

cannot be Focus by this

rule}.

All other schools in the
Knox County.district listed
in the. Kentucky. School
Report Card were classi-
-fied- . as' .,
Improvement.” :

As - a- dlstrlct the
Barbourwlle Independent
Schools had: an overall
score of 50.8; foraKentueky
rank of 23, and a-“Needs

Improvemen > classifica-

tien.=.That classnﬁcahon

was also broken down for-

the district’s elementary,
middle - school and high
schaol.-

The Laurel County

‘Schools saw their d1str1ct— .

‘wide overall score come in

at 55.8, for a Kentucky rank

of 54 and a “Needs

Improvement” classifica-
tion;

' Among the  district's ™
two high schogls, South
Laurel High had the lugh
et rank - with': 4n-oyerall
“sgore of 526

Kentucky rank of 40; Whﬂe

North Lautel: =Hzgh “eame
- in-withan: evei:aliﬁswre of
493, ang & »Iﬁenhfckjhrlahk

of 22. Both North Laurel
and South Laurel High
Schools were classified as
“Needs Improvement,”
and both were named as
*Focus Schools. Both South
| Laurel Middle School and
} North Laurel Middle
School also got the “Needs
Improvement” classifica-
tion and were both recog-
nized as Focus Schools.
“One -scheol in the
Layrel County district that
did score well was Bush
Elementary School. Its
overall score of 70.6 and a
Kentuckyrankof9l earned
Bush Elementary a

“Distinguished” classifica-

“Needs

tion -and’ heing rewarded
as a “Highest Performing
School.

Four Laurel County
-elementary schools —
- Camp Ground, Cold Hill,
HunterfhllsandSubhmlty—
- Elementary — were given
the “Proficient” classifica- .
tion. The remaining six -
elementary schools were

‘classified as . “Needs
I_mprovement.”,_. -
As for ‘the East

Bernstadt Independent
‘Schools district in Laurel
County, their ovérall score
was 46.5 and a Kentucky
rank of 10..As a resylt they"
were classified as “Needs
Improvement” -and recog-
nized as a “Focls District.”
Both their elementary and
{‘mddle schiool dlse got
Needs . Improvement”
desxgnahon ‘with ' East .
. Bernstadt .'Elementary -
.Tecognized as’ a “Focus '
School” .~ . '
How d1d Kentue 5
pubhc sehools - do stl;{e—
vade‘?Asagroup the state
average fgr eIementary,

‘mididfle ¢ e ‘dnd’ High 1008
came B, to .en all
score 6f 559, )
For elementaly schools
alone the score was 57.3.
Mlddle ‘schools alone

-scored 53.5, while high
schools as a group came
with an overall score of
54.8.

The overall score is a
-calculation using a formu-
la that weights each com-
pontent. Those five com-
ponents are Achievement
(student achievement on
tests), Gap (how achieve- |
ment varies among differ- -
ent groups of students),
Growth (how much stu-
dent performance
improves from one year
to the next), College/
Career Readiness (how
many students hit the tar-
gets- to  achieve . the
required level of prepara-
tion),  and- Graduation
Rate (how many studehts
complete high school),

—
SNOE




By classification, out of
- 174 public school districts
in Kentucky, 121 districts
statewide were classified
as “Needs Improvement”,
while '35 districts - were
“Proficient” and 18 were
-“Distinguished.” . - -
In the rewards:-and
assistance. category, nine
school -

as a  “Distiict " of
Distinction,” while “nine
distriets .were rewarded
as “Highest Performing
District.” A total of 17 dis-

tricts were recognized as -

a “Focus Distriet.”
‘The new  standards

come with more'rigorous -

testing, and that came

aboit in 2009 when the

state General Assembly

in Frankfort passed legis-

lation that mandated niew,
more thorough academic
standards and new state

tests. In-2011, Kentucky -
“hecame’ “tie- first -of 46

states to" adopt wha

called the Comtvioh: Core

State Standards.- Those
became - the Kentucky
CoreAcademicStandards,

distriets - “in-
- Kentucky were rewarded

which were incorporated
into the state’s class-
rooms, starting with the
20111-12'school year, " .
In February of this

ed flexibility under-theiNo-

Child Leff ‘Behind' Act

-year, the state was grant- -

(NCLB) by the U, §. - .

Deparfment of Education.
As ulf; -Kentucky’s
allowed™: to * use -
Unbridled Learning
model to report both state
and federal-level - mea-
sures-for accountability.

.. ‘This spring; state pub-
lie’ sehool:districts ¢om-
pleted  tests  called
K-PREP. . (Kentucky

Performance Rating. for -

Educational Progress) in
five: confent.argas, Thoge

areas. are.reading, sei-
ence, tmathematies, .writ- -

ing andsocial studies; For
‘high schoolistudents, four

- efid-of-colirse. exams are
included for Algebra: I,

Biology, :English-1I -and
Social Studié_gsg P
.i+'The B-PREP tests are

conneeted:: to the: riéiv, _

more stringentstandards.
Cox said, the K-PREP

replaced:the NCLR: test- -

ing,-and as-a result, new
overall score for. schools

and distriets will be-on'a
scale from. 0 to 100, In _

‘years past; it shad ‘heen

" The- - Kentueky

Department of Education

-said. -individual: student

reports-and- student. per-
formancelevel definitjons
have--been. revised, but

the - terms - remajn the

same.. - ..

“More information on
the: . Kentucky : School

.Report Card,. ncludin.
“more det_a%{ ard i
Ihendvidyal schoolsand.
districts; can be found: at-

the Kentucky Department
of Education’s website at

www.education.ky.gov.
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